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NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT 
 

 
The land affected by the 
application is located at: 
 

 
Great Alpine Road  ENSAY (Namestone 
Point) 
 

The application is to 
amend permit number: 
 
By: 

340/2018/P 
 
Amending endorsed plans  

 
The applicant for the 
permit is: 
 

 
Regional Roads Victoria 
 

 
The application 
reference number is: 
 

 

340/2018/P/A 

 
You may look at the 
application and any 
documents that support 
the application on the 
website of the 
responsible authority. 
 

 
 

(Intentionally blank) 

 
This can be done anytime by visiting the following website: 

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/building-and-development/advertised-
planning-permit-applications  
 
Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may object or make 
other submissions to the responsible authority. 
 
An objection must  be sent to the Responsible Authority in writing, 
    include the reasons for the objection, and 
    state how the objector would be affected. 
 

 
The Responsible Authority will not 
decide on the application before: 
 

 
Subject to applicant carrying out notice 

 

 
If you object, the Responsible Authority will tell you its decision. 

 
Please note submissions received will be made available for inspection and may be made available to other 
parties in accordance with the Planning & Environment Act 1987.  If you have concerns about this, please 
contact the East Gippsland Shire Council’s Planning Office.

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/building-and-development/advertised-planning-permit-applications
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/building-and-development/advertised-planning-permit-applications
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CROWN FOLIO


LAND DESCRIPTION

----------------

Crown Allotment 23 Parish of Yambulla.

Created by instrument MI235496W 06/08/2016


CROWN LAND ADMINISTRATOR

------------------------

    SECRETARY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, LAND, WATER AND PLANNING of 8

    NICHOLSON STREET EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

    MI235496W 06/08/2016


STATUS, ENCUMBRANCES AND NOTICES

--------------------------------

GOVERNMENT ROAD as to part MI235500K 06/08/2016


RESERVATION as to part MI235498S 06/08/2016

    PERMANENT

    PUBLIC PURPOSES


INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT MI235499Q 06/08/2016

    NATIVE TITLE DETERMINATION VID6007/1998


WATER FRONTAGE LICENCE  as to part MI309803F 06/08/2016


WATER FRONTAGE LICENCE  as to part MI309804D 06/08/2016
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SEE CD090748Q FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND BOUNDARIES


ACTIVITY IN THE LAST 125 DAYS 
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NIL
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120 Kay Street 

Traralgon VIC 3844 

regionalroads.vic.gov.au 
 

Contact: Sajini Sirisena 

Telephone: 5172 2333 

30 March 2021 

Planning Enquiries 

Development Co-ordinator 

East Gippsland Shire Council 
Bairnsdale Head Office 

34 Pyke St 

BAIRNSDALE VIC 3875 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Rock Netting and Anchoring works at Name Stone Point, Great Alpine Road, - Planning Permit Amendment 

Application 

Please find attached the East Gippsland Shire Council Planning Permit Amendment Application for works associated with 

the rock netting and anchoring works at the Great Alpine Road, Name Stone Point. 

The Planning Permit Application is for: 

• Native Vegetation removal under S52:16 and S52:17 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

The Great Alpine Road is a two lane two-way undivided road between Cobungra and Bruthen. The speed limit varies 

along the route with few sections of 80km/h, the remainder of the route is 100km/h with reduced speed limits of 60km/h 

through towns. 

The Great Alpine Road caters for a range of road users from cyclists to motorcyclists, caravans and heavy vehicles. It is 

estimated the Great Alpine Road between Bruthen and Omeo carries 1,000 vehicles per day with 14% heavy vehicles.  

Gippsland hosts major motorcycle events such as the Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix and Superbike World 

Championship at Phillip Island. During these events, the number of motorcyclists travelling the Great Alpine Road 

increases significantly with many coming from interstate. 

The Great Alpine Road is, therefore, identified in a number of strategic documents (Victoria – The Freight State, 2013; 

Victoria 2020 Tourism Strategy, VicRoads Eastern Regions Gippsland Motorcycle Safety Action Plan, 2016-2020) as an 

important freight, tourist and motorcycle route. 

Following feedback from road users in the communities along the Great Alpine Road and Regional Roads Victoria’s (RRV) 

own investigations, the narrow (2.7m width for one traffic lane) Name Stone Point section (245.440km-245.900km) has 

been identified as a road section with serious safety concerns. The limited carriageway width of this section creates 

problems, particularly for heavy vehicle traffic as heavy vehicles had to be stopped before entering this section if they are 

aware of another heavy vehicle is travelling in the opposite direction, as the limited carriageway only allowed for one 

heavy vehicle to pass at a time. 

Prior to completion of road widening works, this section had almost vertical cut batters on the west side and steep fill 

batters down to the Tambo River on the east side.  



 

 
Figure 1 

Road widening works were completed at Namestone Point in October 2019 and works involved excavation of existing 
rock batters to widening the lanes and the shoulder construction and installation of safety barriers. This included; 

- Widening the lane width from 2.7m to 3.3m 

- Construction of 1m wide new shoulders  

- Construction of new V drains on the cut side 

- Installation of safety barriers along the Tambo River side for the full length of the job. 

- Improve delineation, skid resistance, realignment 

A sizable landslide occurred at Namestone Point on 25 July 2020 which resulted in closing the road for two days (picture 

below). The new rock face, which was exposed as a result of the landslip, must be treated with a combination of rock bolts 

and cable anchors and rockfall netting under stage 2. We are planning to complete stage 2 works as soon as possible 

before the wet months, to avoid any further possibility of landslips, especially during rain events. Based on the final design, 

we are seeking to extend the already approved footprint and that is the reason for applying for an amendment for the 

existing Planning Permit (existing planning permit application number 340/2018/P). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          Landslide on 25 July 2020 

 

 



 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Name Stone Point rock netting and anchoring works will consist of the following elements: 

• Site clearing and grubbing 

• Vegetation removal and reinstatement 

• Scale loose or unstable material 

• Treat larger unfavourable rock structures with combination of rock bolts and cable anchors 

• Install rockfall netting  

3. LAND STATUS 

The existing Great Alpine Road fully aligns with the existing road reserve, within the Limits of Works. 

The site is currently dedicated as a Road under the provisions of Section 11 of the Road Management Act 2004.  

Native Title is presumed to exist over all Crown lands unless there is evidence of an historic activity having taken place 

over the lands which would have served to fully extinguish native title rights and interests. A formal procedural notification 

was not required in this instance as the area is declared as a road.  

A letter of Consent to Apply for a Planning Permit has been issued by DELWP and is provided as Attachment 4. 

4. NATIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL 

SMEC was engaged by RRV to prepare a detailed Flora and Fauna Assessment for the road widening works completed in 

October 2019 and for the proposed Rock netting and anchoring works (Attachment 3 and 3.1.). This include the Habitat 

Hectare Assessment and Offset Requirement. The road widening works will require the removal of remnant patch native 

vegetation, including indirect loss. 

The investigation had the following key findings: 

i.  The construction of this shoulder widening project will require the removal of remnant patch native vegetation, including        

indirect loss, comprising of; 

• 0.290 hectares  

 

Extent of past removal due to Namestone Point widening works (Planning permit application number 340/2018/P) is 0.652 

ha and therefore extent of total removal equals to 0.942 ha. 

ii. A Planning Permit will be required from the East Gippsland Shire Council for the removal of native vegetation, and the 

application will need to fulfil the requirements of the detailed assessment pathway.  

iii. RRV Offset Strategy to meet its offset requirement will comprise one of, or a combination of the following: 

• Existing Credits from RRV owned Genoa offset property, and/or 

• Purchasing existing Third Party Credits through an Accredited Offset Broker. 

The DELWP Biodiversity impact and offset requirements report prepared by SMEC is in Attachment 3.1. 

5.ECOLOGICAL VALUES 

An assessment on the likely impacts to species protected under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

(EPBC) 1999 Act, the Victoria Flora and Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act, the Wildlife Act 1975, the Water Act 1989 and the 

Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 have been undertaken. The assessments are contained within the Detailed 

Flora and Fauna Assessment attached.  

As some protected flora will be required to be removed by the project an FFG Act Permit to take Protected Flora will be 

required from DELWP, which will be applied for separately. 

 

 



6. MINIMISATION OF BIODIVERSITY IMPACTS 

RRV has taken extensive measures to minimise the impacts on biodiversity from the removal of native vegetation without 

compromising the safety outcomes of the proposed works. 

i. Project design and alignment 

The following adjustments were made to reduce the ecological impacts of the project including: 

Steps undertook during stage 1 

• Increase the batter slope from 2 (horizontal): 1(vertical) to 0.25(horizontal):1(vertical) which has reduced the 

footprint considerably, and avoided areas of higher quality biodiversity. 

• Utilising safety barriers allowed us to reduce the shoulder width to 1m, without compromising the safety of road 

users. 

• Locating the majority of the proposed works on the west side of the road has substantially reduced the indirect 

impacts on native vegetation. 

 

Steps taken during stage 2 

• Application of rock netting to slope reinforcement and rockfall protection instead of benching of batter by further 

excavating the rock on the western side has allowed us to significantly reduce the footprint and requirement for 

direct or indirect vegetation removal. 

ii. During construction 

The following measures to minimise the impact on vegetation will be undertaken during construction: 

• No-Go Zone fencing is to be utilised along the entire length of the Construction Area Boundary. 

• Inspections with the Contractor to take place before any clearing commencing. 

7. CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Cultural Heritage Management Plan 16106 is being prepared. 

8. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 East Gippsland Shire Council Planning Permit Amendment Application 

Attachment 2 Design drawings for road widening works with cross sections for Stage 1 completed works 

Attachment 2.1 Design drawings for Rock Netting 

Attachment 3 Detailed Flora and Fauna Assessment for road widening works– Name Stone Point, Great 

Alpine Road, Victoria 

Attachment 3.1 Amendment to Flora and Fauna Assessment report for Rock netting and anchoring works 

Attachment 4 Letter of Consent to Apply for a Planning Permit – DELWP received for stage 1 construction 

Attachment 5 Namestone rock netting footprint with Vicgrids 

Attachment 6 Access information to drone footage 

 

 

 

Should you have any queries or require further information regarding this application please contact myself on telephone 

number (03) 5172 2333. 



Yours sincerely, 

 

 

SAJINI SIRISENA 

SENIOR PROJECT ENGINEER 



 

 
 

Vegetation Quality Assessment 
(Habitat Hectare) Competency Check 
This certifies that 

Jacinta Harrison 
has met the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
standard for conducting Vegetation Quality Assessments (version 1.3) 
 
 

Date of expiry: 19/04/2020 

 

 

Nina Cullen 

Executive Director, Biodiversity Division 

Certificate of 
Competency 







































Proposed Rock Netting Works- Namestone Point-Great Alpine Road 

 

Fig1: Topography  



Report of available native vegetation credits

General offset

What was searched for?

General
habitat units

Strategic
biodiversity value

Large
trees

Vicinity (Catchment Management Authority or Municipal district)

0.281 0.744 0 CMA East Gippsland

Details of available native vegetation credits on 31 March 2021 09:50

These sites meet your requirements for general offsets.

Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 
owner 

Trader Fixed 
price 

Broker(s)

BBA-0798 0.301 0 East Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Ethos, VegLink

BBA-2323 15.080 87 East Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Bio Offsets, Ethos, 
VegLink

BBA-2843 15.168 938 East Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Contact NVOR

TFN-C1621 1.387 1 East Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No TFN

VC_CFL-
3720_01

15.749 244 East Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Contact NVOR

VC_CLO-
3034_01

5.815 27 East Gippsland Mount Hotham Alpine 
Resort (Unincorporated)

No Yes No VegLink

VC_CLO-
3034_01

2.801 0 East Gippsland, North 
East

Mount Hotham Alpine 
Resort (Unincorporated)

No Yes No VegLink

These sites meet your requirements using alternative arrangements for general offsets.

Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 
owner 

Trader Fixed 
price 

Broker(s)

There are no sites listed in the Native Vegetation Credit Register that meet your offset requirements when applying the alternative 
arrangements as listed in section 11.2 of the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.

These potential sites are not yet available, land owners may finalise them once a buyer 
is confirmed.
Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 

owner 
Trader Fixed 

price 
Broker(s)

There are no potential sites listed in the Native Vegetation Credit Register that meet your offset requirements.

This report lists native vegetation credits available to purchase through the Native Vegetation Credit Register. 

This report is not evidence that an offset has been secured. An offset is only secured when the units have been 
purchased and allocated to a permit or other approval and an allocated credit extract is provided by the Native 
Vegetation Credit Register.

Date and time: 31/03/2021 09:50 Report ID: 8329

LT - Large Trees CMA - Catchment Management Authority LGA - Municipal District or Local Government Authority



© The State of Victoria Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning 2021

Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its 
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind 
or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims 
all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from 
you relying on any information in this publication.

Obtaining this publication does not guarantee that the credits shown will be 
available in the Native Vegetation Credit Register either now or at a later 
time when a purchase of native vegetation credits is planned.

Notwithstanding anything else contained in this publication, you must ensure 
that you comply with all relevant laws, legislation, awards or orders and that 
you obtain and comply with all permits, approvals and the like that affect, 
are applicable or are necessary to undertake any action to remove, lop or 
destroy or otherwise deal with any native vegetation or that apply to matters 
within the scope of Clauses 52.16 or 52.17 of the Victoria Planning 
Provisions and Victorian planning schemes

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are free to re-use 
the work under that licence, on the condition that you 

credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any 
images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the 
Victorian Government logo and the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP) logo. To view a copy of this licence, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

For more information contact the DELWP Customer Service Centre 136 186 
or the Native Vegetation Credit Register at 
nativevegetation.offsetregister@delwp.vic.gov.au

Broker contact details
Broker 
Abbreviation

Broker Name Phone Email Website

Abezco Abzeco Pty. Ltd. (03) 9431 5444 offsets@abzeco.com.au www.abzeco.com.au

Baw Baw SC Baw Baw Shire Council (03) 5624 2411 bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Bio Offsets Biodiversity Offsets Victoria 0452 161 013 info@offsetsvictoria.com.au www.offsetsvictoria.com.au

Contact NVOR Native Vegetation Offset 
Register

136 186 nativevegetation.offsetregister@d
elwp.vic.gov.au

www.environment.vic.gov.au/nativ
e-vegetation

Ecocentric Ecocentric Environmental 
Consulting

0410 564 139 ecocentric@me.com Not avaliable

Ethos Ethos NRM Pty Ltd (03) 5153 0037 offsets@ethosnrm.com.au www.ethosnrm.com.au

Nillumbik SC Nillumbik Shire Council (03) 9433 3316 offsets@nillumbik.vic.gov.au www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

TFN Trust for Nature 8631 5888 offsets@tfn.org.au www.trustfornature.org.au

VegLink Vegetation Link Pty Ltd (03) 8578 4250 or 
1300 834 546

offsets@vegetationlink.com.au www.vegetationlink.com.au

Yarra Ranges SC Yarra Ranges Shire 
Council

1300 368 333 biodiversityoffsets@yarraranges.vi
c.gov.au

www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

If applying for approval to remove native vegetation
Attach this report to an application to remove native vegetation as evidence that your offset requirement is 
currently available. 

If you have approval to remove native vegetation 
Below are the contact details for all brokers. Contact the broker(s) listed for the credit site(s) that meet your offset 
requirements. These are shown in the above tables. If more than one broker or site is listed, you should get more 
than one quote before deciding which offset to secure. 

Next steps

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 

SMEC 
Tower 4, Level 20, 727 Collins Street 
Docklands, VIC 3008, Australia 
PO Box 23027, Docklands, VIC 8012, Australia) 
T +61 3 9514 1500  F +61 3 9514 1502  E melbourne@smec.com 
 

 

SMEC Australia Pty Ltd ABN 47 065 475 149 

SMEC International Pty Ltd ABN 32 065 440 619 

SMEC Services Pty Ltd ABN 79 066 504 792 

SMEC Holdings Pty Ltd ABN 84 057 274 049 

www.smec.com  

 

 

 

 

30041799 

30 March 2021 

Sajini Sirisena 
Associate Team Leader Regional Projects - East 
Regional Roads Victoria – Eastern Region 
120 Kay Street, Traralgon VIC 3844 

Dear Sajini, 

RE: Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road – Vegetation Clearing Addendum 

Introduction 

Background 

SMEC Australia Pty Ltd (SMEC) were engaged by Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) to undertake a detailed 
ecological assessment for areas proposed to be impacted by the installation of rock wall fencing at the location 
of Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road (‘the study site’), Victoria (Attachment 1). A detailed flora and fauna 
assessment of Namestone Point was previously completed in 2018 by SMEC for road widening works (SMEC 
2018). The 2018 project works resulted in the excavation of the existing cliff on the western side of the road. RRV 
obtained a planning permit (No. 340/2018/P) from East Gippsland Shire to remove vegetation required to 
undertake the road widening works. 

In July 2020, a sizeable landslide occurred across Great Alpine Road at Namestone Point causing the road to be 
blocked for two days whilst the landslide was cleared. In response to the landslide, RRV are proposing to install 
rockfall netting across the western rockface through a combination of rock bolts and cable anchors to prevent 
future landslides, increase safety and avoid road closures. To install the rockfall netting, an extension to the 
western study site boundary is required where native vegetation occurs.  

This letter-report is an addendum to the ecological assessment undertaken in 2018 to assess ecological values 
that occur within the extended study site boundary. This report calculates vegetation impacts and identifies 
permit requirements of past and proposed removal as a result of the extended study site. Data and results within 
this report are supplemented from SMEC’s previous ecological assessment (SMEC 2018). 

Study site 

The study site includes areas that were surveyed on-ground by SMEC ecologists in the current survey, including 
a section of Great Alpine Road, 2 km north of Tambo Crossing, as shown on Attachment 1. Only the western side 
of the road reserve was assessed, as this is the side proposed for the current project works. The study site 
occurs within the East Gippsland Uplands Bioregion, East Gippsland Shire municipality and East Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority (CMA) area. The original and current study site combined cover 
approximately 1.2 ha and occurs 2 km north of Tambo Crossing in East Gippsland, Victoria.  
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Scope of works 

The scope of works and objectives for the vegetation clearing addendum are: 

• Field investigation of the study site to assess the area of proposed vegetation removal, including:  

⁃ Mapping areas of native vegetation to enable the quantification of offsets under the Victoria’s Guidelines 
for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DELWP 2017);  

⁃ Identifying the presence and extent of any threatened ecological communities present;  

⁃ Assessing the likelihood of occurrence for rare or threatened flora and fauna species.  

• Preparation of a report (this report) to document the results of the field investigation. The report includes:  

⁃ A description of the vegetation proposed for removal;  

⁃ Results of the Habitat Hectares assessment; 

⁃ Identification of obligations under relevant State and Federal environmental legislation;  

⁃ Provide recommendations and next steps for the project. 

Methods 

The following scope of works were undertaken: 

Desktop review 

The following resources were reviewed as part of the desktop assessment: 

• Background reports relevant to the site, including: 

⁃ Detailed Flora and Fauna Assessment, Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road (SMEC 2018) 

• The Native Vegetation Information Management (NVIM) system for biodiversity information relevant to the 
study site, including (DELWP 2021a): 

⁃ Crown land, parks and reserves 

⁃ Victorian bioregions 

⁃ Catchment Management Areas 

⁃ Native vegetation extent 

⁃ Native vegetation condition 

⁃ Modelled remnant vegetation patches and scattered trees; 

• The Victorian Planning Schemes online (DELWP 2021b) and VicPlan mapping tool (DELWP 2021c): 

⁃ Local government areas relevant to the study site 

⁃ Planning zones, overlays and schedules to overlays; 

• Information provided by RRV; and 

• Aerial imagery of the study site. 

Study site and site assessment     

A site assessment of the area proposed for the additional impact was undertaken by SMEC ecologists on 12 
March 2021. The assessment involved: 

• Identifying and mapping native vegetation into EVCs according to the relevant EVC benchmarks (DELWP 
2021d); 

• Identification of threatened species and ecological communities listed under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 (FFG 
Act); and, 

• Mapping of large trees in patches and scattered native trees (by measuring the circumference (cm) of trees 
at 1.3 m above the ground, according to the relevant EVC benchmark); and 

• Identifying flora and fauna species occurring on site, including habitat for threatened species.  
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Results 

Previous vegetation impacts 

A total of 0.652 ha of native vegetation comprising Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) was previously recorded and 
impacted within the original study site (SMEC 2018). No large trees were previously recorded within the original 
study site, and as such, were not proposed to be impacted (SMEC 2018). 

Site assessment 

Site summary 

The study site encompasses the western road reserve of Great Alpine Road. Previous landslide and road 
widening works at the study site have resulted in a steep cliff parallel to the western edge of the road, 
approximately 10 – 15 m high. Vegetation on top of the cliff contained both canopy and understorey species and 
appeared to be unaffected by the 2019/2020 severe bushfires. There is habitat available to fauna for foraging 
and movement opportunities, however only aerial species (i.e. birds and bats) are likely to make frequent use of 
the study site given that the steep cliff drop-off is likely to limit movement for ground dwelling fauna. No hollow-
bearing trees were recorded within the study site. The Tambo River flows adjacent to the eastern extent of the 
study site, below a steep slope. There is no aquatic habitat within the study site, however proposed construction 
works within the study site may impact the adjacent aquatic habitat of the Tambo River.  

Vegetation assessment 

A total of 31 flora species were observed during SMEC’s previous site assessment, including 29 native species 
and two introduced species (SMEC 2018). Only one EVC was recorded within the study site; Grassy Dry Forest 
(EVC 22). Within the East Gippsland Uplands bioregion, Grassy Dry Forest has a Bioregional Conservation Status 
(BCS) of least concern.  

The vegetation of the study site was identified as an extension of the previously recorded habitat zone within 
the original study site (SMEC 2018). No large trees were recorded within the study site. The results of the 
Habitat Hectares assessment for the habitat zone are detailed in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Habitat Hectares results. 

EVC # 22 

EVC Name Grassy Dry Forest 

Bioregion East Gippsland Uplands 

Large Old Trees 0 

Canopy Cover 3 

Understorey 15 

Weeds 13 

Recruitment 6 

Organic Litter 5 

Logs 5 

Subtotal (out of max. 75) 47 

Patch Size 8 

Distance to Core 4 

Neighbourhood 8 
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EVC # 22 

Subtotal (out of max. 25) 20 

Final Habitat Score (total out of 
100) 

67 

Vegetation Impacts 

Project works adjacent the study site have previously removed 0.652 ha of native vegetation. With the addition 
of the current study site boundary, the project is proposing to remove an additional 0.290 ha of native 
vegetation. Therefore, a total of 0.942 ha of Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) will be impacted from past and 
proposed removals within the study site. The details of the impacted vegetation are provided in Table 2 below.  

Table 2: Vegetation for removal. 

EVC 
Proposed Current 
Impact Area (ha) 

Previous Removals (ha) Total 

EVC 22: Grassy Dry 
Forest 

0.290 0.652 0.942 

Protected flora 

Five flora species listed as protected under the FFG Act were recorded within the study site. These 
species and the corresponding estimated number proposed to be removed is presented in Table 3.  

Table 3: Protected flora recorded within the study site. 

Scientific Name Common Name Estimated No. to be Cleared 

Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle 5 

Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting 20 

Euchiton sphaericus Star Cudweed 5 

Laphangium luteoalbum Jersey Cudweed 50 

Senecio quadridentatus Cottony Fireweed 5 

EPBC Act and FFG Act threatened species and communities 

No threatened species or communities listed under the EPBC Act or FFG Act were observed during the field 
assessment. It is considered unlikely for any threatened species, communities or migratory/marine species to be 
impacted as a result of the additional proposed works. Appropriate sediment and slope reinstatement controls 
should be implemented throughout the projects life to mitigate compromising water quality of the Tambo River 
where threatened aquatic species may occur.  

Relevant legislation and policy 

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 

The FFG Act is an important component of the Victorian legislation for the protection and management of 
threatened flora and fauna species and communities. The key objective of the FFG Act is to protect and 
conserve Victoria’s native flora, fauna and communities through the management of potentially threatening 
processes. 

Five flora species listed as protected under the FFG Act were recorded within the study site (Table 3), which 
occurs on public land. Therefore, RRV must obtain an FFG Act permit to remove protected flora species from 
DELWP, prior to the removal of native vegetation.   
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Planning and Environment Act 1987 

The Planning and Environment Act 1987 (P&E Act) governs the planning framework for the use, development and 
protection of land in Victoria. The P&E Act provides procedures for the preparation and amendment of the 
Victoria Planning Provisions and planning schemes.  

The Act also provides avenues for the acquisition and compliance of permits under local planning schemes. The 
P&E Act implements the functions listed below to achieve these objectives:  

• Set the broad objectives for planning in Victoria; 

• Set the main rules and principles for how the Victorian planning system works; 

• Set up the key planning procedures and legal instruments in the Victorian planning system; and 

• Define the roles and responsibilities of the Minister, councils, government departments, the community and 
other stakeholders in the planning system. 

Victoria Planning Provisions 

The Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) are developed by the Minister for Planning under the P&E Act and form 
the basis for all local planning schemes. The VPP provides the framework, standard provisions and State 
planning policy, with input from local councils, incorporated documents, planning zones and overlays, for 
inclusion into any new or amended planning scheme. Amendments to the VPP are made to keep policies current 
with relevant changes throughout local government.  

One environmental overlay (Clause 42.01) pertains to the study site and occurs throughout the entirety of the 
study site (DELWP 2021b; DELWP 2021c); Environmental Significance Overlay, Schedule 1-11 (ESO1-11). This 
overlay identifies the following Statement of Environmental Significance: 

• Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa); 

• Wallaby Bush (Beyeria lasiocarpa); 

• Red Ironbark Forest; 

• Riparian Scrub Complex; and 

• Yellow Box Woodlands. 

The above flora species and vegetation communities were not identified within the study site and are not 
considered likely to occur. Vegetation recorded on site does not provide suitable habitat for Sooty Owl due to a 
lack of hollow-bearing trees and identified roost sites. This species may flyover or forage within the study site on 
occasion, however the proposed works are unlikely to impact this species.  

Permit requirements described in Schedule 1 to the Clause 42.01 state that a permit is not required (DELWP 
2021b): 

• “For buildings, works or development undertaken on land not supporting environmental values listed in Table 
1 as verified to the satisfaction of the responsible authority”; and 

• “If the works are to be carried out by or on behalf of a public authority, government department or municipal 
council”. 

Therefore, a permit under Clause 42.01 (ESO1-11) is not required for the project.  

A planning permit is required from the East Gippsland Shire for the removal of native vegetation under Clause 
52.17 of the P&E Act. A discussion regarding obligations under Clause 52.17 is provided below. 
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Victoria’s Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation  

Three-step approach 

Under the Guidelines, all applications for a permit to remove native vegetation in Victoria must follow a three-
step approach:  

1. Avoid the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation; 

2. Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation that cannot be avoided; and 

3. Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact from the removal, destruction or lopping of 
native vegetation.  

In accordance with the Guidelines, an application to remove native vegetation must clearly demonstrate that no 
options exist to further minimise the impacts of native vegetation removal, that will not undermine the objectives 
of the proposed use or development (DELWP 2017).  

Avoid and Minimise Statement 

The following statement has been developed in accordance with decision guidelines to be considered in Table 2, 
page 17 of the Assessor’s handbook for applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation (DELWP 2017).  

The study site is one of several sections of Great Alpine Road to be upgraded between Bruthen and Cobungra to 
improve the safety for all vehicle users on the road, as this section is currently substandard, with some section 
as narrow as 2.7m for one traffic lane. This creates a dangerous situation with cars, trailers and heavy vehicles 
passing each other on a very narrow section, and having to avoid road side hazards such as vegetation a drop 
offs, and therefore several sections will be widened to approve safety along the Great Alpine Road1. In July 2020, 
a sizeable landslide occurred across Great Alpine Road at Namestone Point causing the road to be blocked for 
two days whilst the landslide was cleared. In response to the landslide, RRV are proposing to install rockfall 
netting across the western rockface through a combination of rock bolts and cable anchors to prevent future 
landslides, increase safety and avoid road closures. To install the rockfall netting, an extension to the western 
study site boundary is required where native vegetation occurs.  

Previously, a total of 0.652 ha of Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) was removed at the study site for road widening 
works to improve safety, accessibility, efficiency and reliability of the Great Alpine Road. The extension of the 
study site required for the installation of the rockfall netting proposes to remove an additional 0.290 ha of Grassy 
Dry Forest (EVC 22). This brings the current total removals to 0.942 ha. Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) has a BCS of 
Least Concern within the East Gippsland Uplands bioregion.  

The removal of this native vegetation will not result in the removal of an endangered EVC within the East 
Gippsland Uplands bioregion, important habitat for threatened fauna, flora species listed as vulnerable or 
endangered, or impact a sensitive wetland. The project will not result in a significant impact on Victoria’s 
biodiversity. RRV has avoided and minimised the impact on native vegetation as far as practicable in this project, 
impacting primarily on lower quality vegetation while keeping higher quality vegetation intact, and allowing RRV 
to significantly reduce the risk of further landslides in the area and improve the reliability and safety of the Great 
Alpine Road. 

A Native Vegetation Removal (NVR) report for the project has been obtained detailing offset requirements (Table 
5; Attachment 2). Third party offsets will be secured via a registered offset broker or RRV’s existing registered 
offsets.  

Application of the Guidelines for this project 

The location mapping for the study site (DELWP 2021a) identifies that impacts within the study site are proposed 
to occur within Location 3, and as such the project will follow the detailed assessment pathway (Table 4). A 

 

1 Further information regarding road upgrades along the Great Alpine Road can be found at: 
https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/eastern-improvements/great-alpine-road---bruthen-to-cobungra-upgrade  

https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/eastern-improvements/great-alpine-road---bruthen-to-cobungra-upgrade
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Native Vegetation Removal (NVR) report for the project has been obtained detailing offset requirements (Table 
5; Attachment 2).  

Table 4: Native vegetation removal details. 

Proposed Vegetation Removal Details 

Assessment pathway Detailed 

Extent of total removal 0.942 ha 

Extent of past removal 0.652 ha 

Extent of proposed removal 0.290 ha 

No. previous large trees removed 0 

No. large trees to be removed 0 

Table 5: Native vegetation removal details. 

Offset Requirements 

General offset amount 0.281 general habitat units 

Vacinity East Gippsland CMA or East Gippsland Shire Council 

Minimum strategic biodiversity value score 0.774 

Large trees 0 large trees 
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Summary and recommendations 

A site assessment was undertaken on 12 March 2021 to assess areas proposed for additional impacts to the 
Namestone Point study site on Great Alpine Road. An additional 0.290 ha of Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) is 
proposed for removal for the required rock wall fencing installation to improve safety of the road. Incorporating 
the previously removed 0.652 ha of native vegetation and the current proposed vegetation removal, the study 
site will impact 0.942 ha of Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22). Given the low impact nature of works, it is considered 
unlikely for project works to impact threatened species, community or migratory/marine species. A permit to 
remove FFG Act protected flora species will be required.  

SMEC recommends that RRV undertake the following steps: 

• Obtain a planning permit for the removal of native vegetation; 

• Secure offsets via a registered offset broker or RRV’s existing registered offsets prior to the removal of 
native vegetation; 

• Avoid and minimise impacts to native vegetation throughout the entirety of the project (e.g. zo-go zones, 
reconsidering construction boundaries);  

• Obtain a permit for removal of FFG Act protected flora species; 

• Develop a CEMP for the project to address protection of native vegetation to be retained on site during 
construction, appropriate risk management measures for weeds and pest animals (to comply with the 
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994) and implement control measures for erosion and sedimentation 
runoff mitigation into the Tambo River; and 

• Improve the overall quality and extent of retained native vegetation post-construction through on-site 
rehabilitation or revegetation works. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brigette Gwynne 

Ecologist 
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Important Notice 
This report is confidential and is provided solely for the purposes of understanding ecological values present at the 
proposed construction area identified as Namestone Point. This report is provided pursuant to a Consultancy 
Agreement between SMEC Australia Pty Limited (“SMEC”) and VicRoads, under which SMEC undertook to perform a 
specific and limited task for VicRoads.  This report is strictly limited to the matters stated in it and subject to the 
various assumptions, qualifications and limitations in it and does not apply by implication to other matters.  SMEC 
makes no representation that the scope, assumptions, qualifications and exclusions set out in this report will be 
suitable or sufficient for other purposes nor that the content of the report covers all matters which you may regard as 
material for your purposes.  

This report must be read as a whole.  The executive summary is not a substitute for this.  Any subsequent report must 
be read in conjunction with this report. 

The report supersedes all previous draft or interim reports, whether written or presented orally, before the date of 
this report.  This report has not and will not be updated for events or transactions occurring after the date of the 
report or any other matters which might have a material effect on its contents or which come to light after the date of 
the report.  SMEC is not obliged to inform you of any such event, transaction or matter nor to update the report for 
anything that occurs, or of which SMEC becomes aware, after the date of this report. 

Unless expressly agreed otherwise in writing, SMEC does not accept a duty of care or any other legal responsibility 
whatsoever in relation to this report, or any related enquiries, advice or other work, nor does SMEC make any 
representation in connection with this report, to any person other than VicRoads.  Any other person who receives a 
draft or a copy of this report (or any part of it) or discusses it (or any part of it) or any related matter with SMEC, does 
so on the basis that he or she acknowledges and accepts that he or she may not rely on this report nor on any related 
information or advice given by SMEC for any purpose whatsoever. 

TIME OF YEAR 
The flora and fauna assessment of the study site was undertaken in mid-September. This is considered an optimal 
time of year for conducting flora and fauna surveys as many ephemeral flora species are commencing flowering and 
visible, and many fauna species are active. To counteract this limitation, the site assessment is supplemented by 
information from database searches. 

ECOLOGICAL LIMITATIONS 
This ecological assessment targets species of vascular plants (ferns, conifers and flowering plants). Non-vascular flora 
(e.g. mosses, liverworts, lichens) and fungi have not been considered as part of this assessment, except where listed 
threatened species are known or suspected to occur. 

It was beyond the scope of this assessment to undertake detailed fauna survey methods such as fauna trapping. 

USE OF DATABASES 
The Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) database can be used to search a defined geographical area to produce species 
lists of flora and fauna that have been recorded within the search area. The database lists are only as accurate as the 
quality and quantity of data that have been recorded and documented from the area. The use of the database in a 
desktop assessment has the following limitations: 

• Location details for many records (typically older records) have a relatively low degree of accuracy (≤ 1 km). Thus, 
the database search may not pick up some records of species that were made within the site historically. 

• These datasets are not exhaustive given many locations locally and across Victoria have low or in some instances 
no documented survey effort for one or more groups of flora and fauna. During field surveys, it is not uncommon 
to find species at locations for which there are few or no previous nearby database records. 

Professional experience and judgement is used through the survey process to assess the potential for previously 
unrecorded threatened flora and fauna to be present within and adjoining the study site. 
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Abbreviations 
ACRONYMS DESCRIPTION 

CaLP Act Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 

CEMP  Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CMA  Catchment Management Authority 

DBH Diameter at Breast Height (taken 1.3 m from the ground) 

DELWP Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 

DEPI Department of Environment and Primary Industries (now DELWP) 

DoEE  Commonwealth Department of Environment and Energy 

EPBC Act  Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

EVC  Ecological Vegetation Class 

FFG Act  Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

Guidelines Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DELWP 2017) 

GIS Geographic Information System 

ha Hectares 

km Kilometres 

LGA Local Government Authority 

NES  National Environmental Significance 

m Metres 

NVIM Native Vegetation Information Management tool  

PMST  Protected Matters Search Tool (DoEE) 

sp. Species (one species) 

spp. Species (more than one species) 

subsp. Subspecies 

SPFL  Scientific Procedures Fieldwork Licence 

VBA  Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (DELWP) 

VROTS Species listed on DELWP’s Advisory List of Rare or Threatened Plants in Victoria 

WONS Weed of National Significance 
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Executive Summary 
SMEC Australia Pty Ltd (SMEC) was commissioned by VicRoads to undertake a detailed flora and fauna assessment for 
a proposed road upgrade works at Namestone Point on Great Alpine Road, Victoria. The following provides an 
executive summary of the study site, ecological values, legislative implications and further recommendations 
identified during the assessment (Tables 2.1 and 2.2).  

Table 1: Summary of project findings. 

PROJECT SUMMARY  
Site Address Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road, Victoria 

Date(s) and Area Surveyed 2.5 ha surveyed during 11-12 September 2018 

Local Government Authority East Gippsland Shire 

Bioregion East Gippsland Uplands 

Catchment Management Authority East Gippsland  

EVCs and area (ha) mapped Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) –  0.652 ha   

Threatened flora habitat No threatened flora recorded, or considered likely to occur due to 
lack of suitable habitat within study site. 

Threatened Ecological Communities 
No EPBC Act-listed flora or Threatened Ecological Communities 
present or likely to be present. Impacts to EPBC-listed flora 
unlikely.  

Threatened fauna habitat 

No threatened fauna recorded.  While several EPBC Act-listed and 
migratory fauna species may occasionally traverse the study site, it 
is not considered to provide important habitat for these species, 
and impacts are considered negligible. 

EnSym Scenario Testing Results 0.778 species units for Water Pimpernel, Samolus valerandi 

Recommendations No targeted surveys for threatened flora or fauna recommended. 

Table 2: Summary of legislative implications relevant to the study site.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS  
EPBC Act A referral under the EPBC Act is not required. 

FFG Act A FFG Act permit is required for the removal of nine protected 
flora species. 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 
A planning permit is required for the removal of 0.652 ha of Grassy 
Dry Forest vegetation.  Suitable offsets as listed in Section 4.3 will 
also be required prior to vegetation removal. 

Wildlife Act 1975 
The requirement to capture and relocate native fauna must be 
undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist in accordance with 
relevant permits obtained by DELWP under the Act.  

Water Act 1989 A ‘works on waterways’ permit from East Gippsland CMA may be 
required for activities adjoining waterways within the study site. 

CaLP Act  
VicRoads is responsible for appropriate management practices 
which prevent the spread of declared noxious weeds and pest 
animals within the study site during all stages of construction.   
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1 Introduction 
1.1 Background 
SMEC Australia Pty Ltd (SMEC) was engaged by VicRoads to undertake a detailed flora and fauna assessment at 
Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road, in East Gippsland, Victoria. The existing cut batter on the western side of the 
road presents a high risk geotechnical hazard and rockfalls periodically affect the carriageway. The eastern side of the 
road is constrained by a high, steep slope down to the Tambo River. VicRoads is proposing to widen the carriageway 
by further excavation of the western cut batter, thereby increasing the slope from a 1:1 ratio to 0.75:1 to minimise 
environmental impact.   

This detailed flora and fauna assessment was undertaken to inform VicRoads of known and potential ecological values 
within and adjoining the proposed construction footprint. This report outlines the findings of the desktop and field 
assessment and provides information regarding likely impacts to the values identified as a result of the proposed 
works and associated offsets, permits or documentation are required to comply with State and Commonwealth 
legislation. The results of the assessment will support a planning permit application for the road upgrade works for 
removal of native vegetation. 

1.2 Scope of works 
The scope of works and objectives for the detailed flora and fauna assessment are: 

• Desktop review of known or predicted ecological values within the study area; 
• Field investigation of the study site to verify the results of the desktop review and assess the ecological values of 

the study site, including: 
− Mapping areas of native vegetation to enable the quantification of offsets under the Victoria’s Guidelines 

for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DELWP 2017); 
− Identifying the presence and extent of any threatened ecological communities present; 
− Assessing the likelihood of occurrence for rare or threatened flora and fauna species. 

• Preparation of a report (this report) to document the results of the ecological assessment.  The report includes: 
− A description of the vegetation, flora and fauna of the study site; 
− Identification of listed ecological values within the study site; 
− An outline of potential impacts of the project on ecological values. 

• Identifying permits and referrals likely to be required under environmental legislation, such as the FFG Act and 
the EPBC Act); 

• Provide recommendations on the need (if any) for further ecological surveys, such as targeted surveys for 
threatened species. 

1.3 Study area and site 
This report refers to two definitions describing the area assessed for the project; study site and study area.  

The study site includes areas that were surveyed on-ground by SMEC ecologists, including a section of Great Alpine 
Road, 2 km north of Tambo Crossing, as shown on Figure 1. Only the western side of the road reserve was assessed, as 
this is the only side proposed to be upgraded. The study site occurs within the East Gippsland Uplands Bioregion, East 
Gippsland Shire municipality and East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (CMA) area. The study site is 
approximately 2.5 ha and occurs 2 km north of Tambo Crossing in East Gippsland, Victoria.  

The study area refers to a 10 km buffer area of the study site, and was assessed by desktop only. The study area 
provides ecological context when discussing findings within the study site. The study area comprises densely intact 
vegetation mostly comprising dense, shrubby forest. The township of Tambo Crossing is to the south. The Tambo River 
is 50 m east of the study site. 
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2 Methods 
2.1 Desktop review 
The following resources will be investigated as part of the desktop assessment: 

• The Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST), maintained by the Department of Environment and Energy, for 
matters of National Environmental Significance (NES) relevant to the study area, including (DoEE 2018a): 
− Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar) 
− Listed threatened ecological communities 
− Listed threatened species 
− Listed migratory species 
− Listed marine species.  

• Victorian Biodiversity Atlas1  (VBA), for flora and fauna species recorded within 10 km of the study area (DELWP 
2018x); 

• DELWP’s NatureKit mapping, for Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) (extant and pre-1750s) and location risk 
mapping (DELWP 2018b); 

• Visualising Victoria’s Biodiversity (VVB) for other important online information relevant to the project (i.e. 
Ramsar sites, DELWP modelled wetlands etc.)2; 

• The Native Vegetation Information Management (NVIM) system for biodiversity information relevant to the 
study site, including (DELWP 2018c): 
− Crown land, parks and reserves 
− Victorian bioregions 
− Catchment Management Areas 
− Native vegetation extent 
− Native vegetation condition 
− Modelled remnant vegetation patches and scattered trees. 

• Aerial imagery of the study area. 

2.2 Site assessments 
A site assessment was undertaken by SMEC ecologists within the study site on 12 of August 2018. A detailed flora and 
fauna habitat assessment was conducted which involved;  

• Mapping native vegetation into EVCs and completing a Habitat Hectares assessment in accordance with current 
DELWP methodology and the Vegetation Quality Assessment Manual (version 1.3, DSE 2004),  

• Mapping of scattered native trees; and 
• Assessing fauna habitat, identifying habitat for threatened species and ecological communities. 

2.3 Nomenclature 
2.3.1 VBA data 

The VBA search comprises a 10 km search area from the radius of the study site. Multiple records for a species at a 
single location will refer to the most recent record in all tables and mapping associated with this project.  Marine or 
migratory fauna species which are not considered to regularly interact with terrestrial habitats in proximity to the 
study area (i.e. turtles, dolphins and whales) have been removed for assessment as habitat will not be impacted by the 
proposed works. 

                                                                 

1  VBA data been obtained from DELWP online resources, available at: 
https://www.data.vic.gov.au/data/group/spatial-data    

 
2 VVB available at http://www.vvb.org.au/vvb_map.php#.   

https://www.data.vic.gov.au/data/group/spatial-data
http://www.vvb.org.au/vvb_map.php
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2.3.2 Flora species 

Common and scientific names for plants follow the VBA database (current version). 

2.3.3 Vegetation communities 

Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) are the standard unit for classifying native vegetation types in Victoria. EVCs are 
described by a combination of floristics, lifeforms and ecological characteristics and include a benchmark for the 
characteristics of the vegetation type in its mature, natural (pre-1750) state (DELWP 2018e). 

Other vegetation types that may occur in Victoria include ‘ecological communities’ listed as threatened on the 
Commonwealth EPBC Act and ‘communities of flora and fauna’ (i.e. flora communities) listed as threatened on the 
Victorian FFG Act. These two acts have vegetation classification systems that differ from each other and also from the 
EVC classification system. As such, any single patch of native vegetation occurring within the study area (or anywhere 
in Victoria) will be classifiable as a particular EVC, and may also be classifiable as a different ecological community 
under the EPBC Act, and/or as another flora community under the FFG Act. 

2.3.4 Fauna species 

Unless otherwise noted, common and scientific names for terrestrial fauna (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
invertebrates) follow the VBA database (current version). 

2.3.5 Fauna communities 

There is no official classification system for fauna communities in Victoria. Fauna communities known or potentially 
occurring within the study area or surrounds are only considered in this report if they are listed under either of the 
EPBC Act and/or the FFG Act, which list a small number of fauna communities that are considered threatened at a 
national or state level. 

2.4 Native vegetation descriptions 
2.4.1 Native vegetation guidelines  

The Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (the Guidelines, DELWP 2017) are 
incorporated into the Victoria Planning Provisions and all planning schemes in Victoria (DELWP 2017). The Guidelines 
replace the Permitted clearing of native vegetation – Biodiversity assessment guidelines (DEPI 2013).  

The Guidelines apply a three-step approach (avoid, minimise and offset) as part of a strategic policy to manage the 
removal of native vegetation, in order to achieve ‘no net loss’ to biodiversity as a result of the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation (DELWP 2017). It is treated as a precautionary approach so that the removal of native 
vegetation is limited to what is reasonably necessary, and that Victoria’s biodiversity is appropriately compensated for 
any removal of native vegetation that is approved (DELWP 2017).  

To assist projects with policy and planning decisions, a number of biodiversity information resources have been 
developed by DELWP to measure biodiversity values across Victoria and guarantee biodiversity outcomes are 
delivered in accordance with the Government’s investment programs.  The following sections provide a summary of 
each of these information sources that have been used to inform this desktop flora and fauna assessment.  

2.4.2 Bioregions  

Bioregions are a landscape-scale approach to classifying the environment using a range of attributes such as climate, 
geomorphology, geology, soils and vegetation. There are 28 bioregions identified within Victoria and each comprises a 
selection of EVCs and both can be viewed on NatureKit and the NVIM tool (DELWP 2018b, DELWP 2018c).  

2.4.3 Native vegetation condition 

Native vegetation condition is presented by the condition scores modelled (shown as Native vegetation condition 
map) on the NVIM tool which provides an indication of how relative native vegetation is to its mature, natural state, 
as represented by benchmarks for the relevant EVCs (DELWP 2017; DELWP 2018c). These condition scores are also 
used to calculate biodiversity losses associated with vegetation removal at a site. Given this assessment is a 
preliminary assessment, only a range of modelled condition scores are provided as a guide and detailed site 
assessments by an accredited native vegetation assessor is recommended where native vegetation is proposed to be 
removed.  
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2.4.4 Strategic biodiversity value 

Strategic biodiversity values represent a locations contribution to biodiversity, which are relative to other sites across 
Victoria. The score for strategic biodiversity values range between 0-1 and contribute to calculating losses and is 
therefore attributed to determine offset requirements as part of vegetation removals (DELWP 2017).  Victorian 
BioSites have also been incorporated into determining strategic biodiversity values. That is, areas considered to 
provide high biological values or sites supporting threatened species or ecological communities now contribute to 
overall strategic biodiversity values and the associated offset requirements should vegetation or species habitat be 
impacted as part of a project. 

2.4.5 Location categories 

There are three location categories that indicate the potential risk to biodiversity for the removal of native vegetation 
(DELWP 2017).  These location categories include Location 3, Location 2 and Location 1 as described below: 

• Location 3 – includes locations where the removal of less than 0.5 hectares of native vegetation could have a 
significant impact on habitat for a rare or threatened species.  

• Location 2 – includes locations that are mapped as endangered EVCs and/or sensitive wetlands and coastal areas 
and are not included in Location 3.  

• Location 1 – includes all remaining locations in Victoria.  

2.4.6 Assessment pathways 

An assessment pathway determines how an application to remove native vegetation may impact biodiversity and the 
outcome of an application based on the location and extent of the native vegetation to be removed (DELWP 2017). 
The three assessment pathways include:  

• Basic – limited impacts on biodiversity.  
• Intermediate – could impact on large trees, endangered EVCs, and sensitive wetlands and coastal areas.  
• Detailed – could impact on large trees, endangered EVCs, sensitive wetlands and coastal areas, and could 

significantly impact on habitat for rare or threatened species.  

Table 3:  Determining the assessment pathway for native vegetation removals. 

EXTENT OF NATIVE VEGETATION 
LOCATION CATERGORY 

Location 1 Location 2 Location 3 

Less than 0.5 hectares and not including any large trees Basic Intermediate Detailed 

Less than 0.5 hectares and including ≥1 large trees Intermediate Intermediate Detailed 

0.5 hectares of more Detailed Detailed Detailed 

2.5 Habitat for rare or threatened species 
A series of habitat importance maps have been developed by DELWP to show areas of Victoria that are habitat for 
rare or threatened species (DELWP 2017). Rare or threatened species are those species listed as critically endangered, 
endangered, vulnerable or rare on Advisory Lists maintained by DELWP (DSE 2009, DEPI 2014).  

The importance of a site in the landscape as habitat for a rare or threatened species is represented by a habitat 
importance score (ranging between 0-1). If native vegetation is mapped as habitat for a rare or threatened species, it 
will have an associated habitat importance score for each species (DELWP 2017).  

The presence of modelled habitat for rare or threatened species will therefore contribute to the determination of 
assessment pathway of an application to remove native vegetation as important habitats are used to calculate 
biodiversity losses and offset requirements under the Guidelines (DELWP 2017).  

2.6 Sensitive wetlands 
2.6.1 Directory of important wetlands in Australia  

The Directory of Important Wetlands of Australia is a list of nationally recognised important wetlands with over 150 
listed in Victoria. A wetland may be considered nationally important if it meets at least one of the following criteria:  
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• it is a good example of a wetland type occurring within a biogeographic region in Australia  
• it plays an important ecological or hydrological role in the natural functioning of a major wetland system or 

complex  
• it is habitat for animal taxa at a vulnerable stage in their life cycles, or provides a refuge when adverse conditions 

such as drought prevail.  

A list of important wetlands in Victoria is available on the Australian Government’s DoEE website located here: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/wetlands/search.pl?smode=DOIW (DoEE 2018b). 

2.6.2 Ramsar sites 

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands provides protection for important wetland sites that are representative, rare or 
unique wetlands, or wetlands that are important for conserving biological diversity Victoria has a number of wetlands 
listed under the Ramsar Convention (Ramsar sites) and can be viewed online on the VVB (VVB 2018). 

2.7 Migratory and marine species 
Migratory species are those animals that migrate to Australia and its external territories, or pass though or over 
Australian waters during their annual migrations. Examples of migratory species are species of birds (e.g. albatrosses 
and petrels), mammals (e.g. whales) or reptiles (e.g. turtles). 

Listed migratory species are those listed in the: 

• Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention); 
• China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA); 
• Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA); 
• Republic of Korea-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (ROKAMBA). 

All listed migratory species are matters of NES under the EPBC Act. An action will require approval if the action has, 
will have, or is likely to have, a significant impact on a listed migratory species (DoE 2013). 

Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Australia has rights and responsibilities over its ocean 
territories (DoEE n.d.). A declaration by the Minister for the Environment and Heritage under section 248 of the EPBC 
Act identifies all species currently listed with Marine status under the Act.  It is an offence to kill, injure, take, trade, 
keep, or move any member of a listed marine species on Australian Government land or in Commonwealth waters 
without a permit (DoEE n.d.).  

 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/wetlands/search.pl?smode=DOIW


Results 

9 
 

 

DETAILED FLORA AND FAUNA ASSESSMENT 
Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road  
Prepared for VicRoads 

SMEC Internal Ref. 30041799 
2 October 2018 
 

3 Results 
3.1 Site summary 
The study site encompassed the western road reserve, which is elevated approximately 10 m on top of a rocky cliff. 
Vegetation had been burnt, presumably within the last five years. Vegetation appeared to be in a significantly 
disturbed state, with dense regrowth of shrubs. The Tambo River runs parallel to Great Alpine Road on the east side.     

The results of the desktop review and detailed flora and fauna assessment are summarised in the following sections 
below. 

3.2 Flora 
3.2.1 Species summary 

The VBA database contains records of 708 flora species from within 10 km of the study area (DELWP 2018a). These 
records include 578 native species and 130 introduced species (including nine native species occurring outside of their 
natural range). During the field assessment 31 flora species were observed, including 29 native and two introduced 
species. A full list of the species recorded can be found in Appendix A. 

3.2.2 Noxious weeds 

No noxious weeds listed under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994, or Weeds of National Significance were 
identified within the site during the field assessment. 

3.2.3 Protected flora 

Nine flora species listed as protected under the FFG Act3 were recorded within the study site. These species and the 
corresponding estimated number proposed to be removed is presented in Table 4. 

Table 4: Protected flora recorded within the Namestone Point study site 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME ESTIMATED NO. TO BE CLEARED 

Acacia falciformis Large-leaf Hickory-wattle 5 

Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle 100-150 

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 5 

Asplenium flabellifolium Necklace Fern 5 

Adiantum aethiopicum Common Maidenhair 5 

Cassinia aculeata Common Cassinia 100-150 

Cassinia longifolia Shiny Cassinia 20 

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Green Rock-fern 5 

Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear's-ear 10 

3.2.4 Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) 

DELWP’s NatureKit map indicates that the study site and surrounding area contains four EVCs (extant mapping).  
These EVCs and their corresponding Bioregional Conservation Status (BCS) in the East Gippsland Uplands bioregion 
include: 

• Riparian Shrubland (EVC 19) – Rare;  

                                                                 
3  FFG Act protected flora list: https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/50420/201706-FFG-
protected-flora-list.pdf  

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/50420/201706-FFG-protected-flora-list.pdf
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/50420/201706-FFG-protected-flora-list.pdf
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• Grassy Dry Forest (EVC 22) – Least concern; 
• Valley Grassy Forest (EVC 47) – Depleted; and  
• Dry Valley Forest (EVC 169) – Vulnerable. 

The site assessment identified areas of native vegetation consisting of one EVC; Grassy Dry Forest. 

These EVCs4 and other vegetation types mapped during the site assessment are described further in Table 5 and 
visually in Figure 2. 
 

Table 5: Vegetation descriptions5 

EVC 22: GRASSY DRY FOREST – DESCRIPTION PHOTOGRAPHS 

Grassy Dry Forest occurs as a low to medium height 
forest, eucalypts grow to 20 m tall. A secondary, small 
tree layer if often present, comprising several Acacia 
species. A spares shrub layer makes the understorey. 
The ground layer consists of a high diversity of grasses 
and herbs and sometimes, ferns. 

A total of 0.397 ha of Grassy Dry Forest was recorded in 
the study site. Grassy Dry Forest in the study site 
comprised a sparse canopy of White Stringybark 
(Eucalyptus globoidea) almost the same height, or in 
some cases shorter than the secondary small tree layer, 
dominated by Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii) and 
Common Cassinia (Cassinia aculeata). The secondary 
shrub layer was extremely sparse, and it was evident 
that the vegetation had undergone significant 
disturbance and was regrowing post a burning event. 
The ground layer mainly consisted of herbs and ferns, 
including Austral Bear's-ear (Cymbonotus preissianus), 
Common Maidenhair (Adiantum aethiopicum), Stinking 
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle laxiflora) and Hairy Speedwell 
(Veronica calycina). A sparse presence of weeds 
comprised Common Bitter-cress (Cardamine hirsuta) 
and Pimpernel (Lysimachia arvensis). 

 

 

 
  

                                                                 
4 General vegetation descriptions were obtained from the DELWP EVC benchmark descriptions, available at: 
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks  

 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks
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3.2.5 Habitat Hectares Assessment 

One habitat zone was identified during the field assessment. The results for the habitat zone are detailed in Table 6 
below. 

Table 6: Habitat Hectares results 

ZONE NO. 1 

Bioregion EGU 

EVC 22 

Large Old Trees 0 

Canopy Cover 3 

Understorey 15 

Weeds 13 

Recruitment 6 

Organic Litter 5 

Logs 5 

Subtotal (out of max. 75) 47 

Patch Size 8 

Distance to Core 4 

Neighbourhood 8 

Subtotal (out of max. 25) 20 

Final Habitat Score (total out of 100) 67 

Note: EGU – East Gippsland Uplands bioregion 

3.3 Native vegetation impacts 
Based on the current project footprint, impacts to native vegetation comprise a total of 0.397 ha of Grassy Dry Forest 
(EVC 22). 

3.4 Threatened flora  
The VBA contains records for 31 rare or threatened flora listed under one or more of the EPBC Act, FFG Act or 
Victorian Advisory List for Rare or Threatened Species (VROTS) (DEPI 2014) (DELWP 2018a; Appendix A). The PMST lists 
an additional five EPBC Act-listed flora species with potential to occur due to species modelled distributions, for which 
there are currently no records within the study area. The locations of previous records for threatened flora within the 
study area are provided in Figure 3 below.  

3.4.1 EPBC Act listed species 

One species listed as threatened under the EPBC Act has previously been recorded within the study area, with an 
additional five identified in the PMST search (Appendix A). Based on the absence of historical records and suitable 
habitat, EPBC Act-listed flora species are considered unlikely to occur within or adjoining the study site. 

3.4.2 Victorian Advisory listed species 

The desktop assessment identified records for 30 rare or threatened flora species listed under the VROTS (DELWP 
2018a).  

Several threatened species with records in the study area theoretically have habitat within the study site but were not 
identified during the site assessment including: 
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• Large Tick-trefoil (Desmodium brachypodum); 
• Boomerang Wattle (Acacia amoena);  
• Poverty Wattle (Acacia dawsonii); and  
• Tall Acrotriche (Acrotriche leucocarpa). 

None of these species were detected during the site assessment, and the vegetation is highly disturbed. If a rare or 
threatened species are present, the small extent of proposed clearing is unlikely to result a significant impact. 

3.4.3 FFG Act listed species 

One species listed as threatened under the FFG Act has been recorded within the study area (DELWP 2018a). These 
species are considered unlikely to occur based on the absence of suitable habitat (Appendix A).  

3.5 Threatened communities 
3.5.1 EPBC Act 

A search of the PMST database (DoEE 2018a) identified that two threatened vegetation communities listed under the 
EPBC Act is predicted to occur within the study area: 

• Alpine Sphagnum Bogs and Associated Fens – Endangered; and 
• White Box- Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland – Critically 

Endangered. 
No vegetation resembling these communities was identified within the study site and they are not considered to be 
present. No EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological communities are considered to be present within the study site. 

3.5.2 FFG Act 

No FFG Act-listed threated flora communities occur within the study site. 
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3.6 Fauna 
3.6.1 Species summary 

The VBA database contains records of 254 fauna species from within the study area (DELWP 2018a). These records 
include 235 native species and 19 introduced species.  

A total of 12 fauna species (all native) were recorded during the site assessment, comprising 10 bird species, one 
mammal and one frog (heard calling from the Tambo River). A full list of the species recorded within or adjoining the 
study site are provided in Appendix B. 

3.6.2 Fauna habitats 

The entirety of the site comprises woodland habitat on a steep east-facing slope. The ground cover includes scattered 
tussock forming grasses, sedges and ferns with a high cover of leaf litter and woody debris, particularly towards the 
southern extent of the study site. The very northern limit of the study site includes a steep rocky cutting devoid of 
vegetation.  

Habitat attributes and the fauna species identified during the field assessment are summarised below in Table 7.   

3.7 Threatened fauna 
Of the native species recorded within the study area on the VBA database, 25 are considered to be of conservation 
significance and are listed under one or more of the EPBC Act, the FFG Act or VROTS (DSE 2013; DSE 2009) (DELWP 
2018a; Appendix B). The PMST report detailed an additional 16 EPBC Act listed fauna species within 10 km of the 
study site as having the potential to occur due to species modelled distributions (i.e. there are no previous records 
listed on the VBA for these species) (DoEE 2018a). The location of previous threatened fauna records is provided on 
Figure 4 below.  

No threatened fauna species were recorded within the study site, however an assessment of likelihood identified a 
number of species that may occur, albeit infrequently, based on the presence of suitable habitat and previous records 
in the vicinity of the study site.  

While threated species may utilise habitats in the study site infrequently, habitat removal from the proposed works is 
likely to have negligible impacts to these species when considering the large area of contiguous habitat that will 
remain and the small area of vegetation proposed for removal.  

3.7.1 EPBC Act listed species 

A total of 4 EPBC Act listed species have been recorded within 10 km of the study site (DELWP 2018a). Of the EPBC Act 
listed fauna species which have been recorded (or are predicted to occur), the following species are considered likely 
to occur within habitats adjoining the study site: 

3.7.1.1 Spot-tailed Quoll  

Spot-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus) occupy large home ranges (usually 250-1000 ha) which are likely to 
overlap with the study site, with two records of Spot-tailed Quoll located less than 7 km to the east of the study site. 
While this species may occasionally traverse the study site, key habitat attributes of these species are absent, such as 
denning sites (caves, hollow logs), meaning the species is not likely inhabit the study site on a permanent basis.  

3.7.1.2 Greater Glider 

The nationally-listed Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) is also considered a possibility of occurrence, with 23 records 
of Greater Glider within 10 km of the study site, the closest approximately 3 km to the east. However, this species 
relies on large, hollow-bearing eucalypts for refuge and breeding, which are largely absent from the study site. The 
study site would likely provide marginal foraging opportunities only.  

3.7.1.3 Remaining EPBC Act species 

Other highly mobile fauna species may utilise the study area on an occasional basis for foraging purposes, such as the 
nationally-listed Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) and Grey-flying Fox (Pteropus poiliocephalus). Both of these species 
are migratory, foraging on the nectar of flowering eucalypts across their distributions, and are considered a possibility 
of occurrence.  
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It is considered unlikely that the study site would provide important habitat for any of the threatened species 
identified in the desktop assessment. All of the species described above can be described as highly mobile with large 
home ranges/large distributions, and may occasionally traverse the study area while moving through the landscape.  

Based on the absence of historical records and results of fauna and habitat assessments, additional EPBC Act-listed 
fauna species are considered unlikely to utilise habitat within or adjoining the study site. 

3.7.2 Victorian advisory listed species 

The desktop study identified records for 24 threatened fauna species listed under the Victorian Advisory List of 
Threatened Vertebrate Fauna (DELWP 2018a). Of these listed species, Spotted Quail-thrush (Cinclosoma punctatum) 
and Lace Monitor (Varanus varius) may occur within the study area. These species are highly mobile and are more 
tolerant to disturbances from the road, and may utilise the habitats along the roadside. 

3.7.2.1 Remaining Advisory list species 

Although a number of the remaining Advisory list species identified within the database searches occur in woodland 
habitat, the proximity to disturbance from the road corridor would reduce the likelihood of these species occupying 
the study site, with higher quality woodland present in the adjoining Fainting Range and Haunted Stream State 
Forests. 

3.7.3 FFG Act listed species 

A total of 16 FFG Act listed species have been recorded within 10 km of the study site (DELWP 2018a). Both Powerful 
Owl (Ninox strenua) and Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa tenebricosa) have been previously recorded approximately 3 km 
from the study site. However, key habitat attributes of these species are absent from the study site in the form of 
large hollow-bearing trees.  

While FFG listed fish have been recorded within the study area, such as Cox’s Gudgeon (Gobiomorphus coxii), the 
highly ephemeral nature of the watercourses adjacent the study site is unlikely to provide a permanent aquatic 
habitat to support this species. Additionally, appropriate slope reinstatement and sediment controls will be 
implemented so water quality is not compromised during the construction and reinstatement phases. 

3.7.3.1 Remaining FFG Act species 

Additional FFG Act-listed fauna species are considered unlikely to regularly utilise habitat within or adjoining the study 
site.  

3.8 Ramsar Wetlands 
The PMST lists one Ramsar wetland within proximity of the study area (Gippsland lakes).  Gippsland Lakes Ramsar site 
is located approximately 40 km south of the study site (DoEE 2018a). The Tambo River is a major tributary to the 
Gippsland Lakes, and runs directly adjacent to the study site, below a steep escarpment.   

The site comprises coastal lagoons, subtidal seagrass and algal beds, and a range of saline, brackish and freshwater 
marsh environments which support nationally and internationally threatened wetland species, waterbird breeding 
and fish spawning sites (DoEE 2018b).  

Based on the proposed works and proximity of the study site to this Ramsar site, there is considered to be no direct 
impact associated with the proposed action on this matter of NES. Construction works should employ best practise 
sediment and erosion mitigation measures to ensure runoff from the site does not enter the Tambo River.  

3.9 Migratory and marine species 
The PMST report identified 13 migratory/marine species that may occur within the study area with a further six bird 
species are listed as migratory or marine only (DoEE 2018a). Based on the presence of suitable habitat, the following 
species may be present within the study site and adjoining habitat: 

• Fork-tailed Swift (Apus pacificus) (aerial species - flyover only); 
• White-throated Needletail (Hirundapus caudacutus) (aerial species - flyover only); 
• Satin Flycatcher (Myiagra cyanoleuca); 
• Rufous Fantail (Rhipidura rufifrons); 
• Swift Parrot; and 
• Rainbow Bee-eater (Merops ornatus).  
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While these species may periodically utilise the study site, it is not considered to provide important habitat when 
considering the large tracts of intact vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the study site, and impacts to these 
species as a result of the proposed works is unlikely. There is considered to be no suitable habitat for remaining 
migratory/marine species within the study site. 

 



Results 

18 
 

 

DETAILED FLORA AND FAUNA ASSESSMENT 
Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road  
Prepared for VicRoads 

SMEC Internal Ref. 30041799 
2 October 2018 
 

Table 7: Habitat descriptions 

HABITAT 
TYPE DESCRIPTION PHOTOGRAPH 

Woodland  

 

Woodland habitat covers the entirety of the study site, comprising a low shrub layer of 
Acacia and a sparse canopy of eucalypts. The understory is comprised predominantly of 
grasses, leaf litter and woody debris, with scattered sedges, small ferns and other forbes.  

While hollow-bearing trees are likely to occur within the vicinity of the study site, no 
hollows were identified within the site itself. The habitat is largely intact, protected by a 
steep rock face (cut batter) down to the road. The very northern extent of the study site 
includes a slightly less steep batter of loose rock which is devoid of vegetation.   

A variety of common woodland bird species were observed in this habitat during the field 
assessment including Grey Shirke-thrush (Colluricincla harmonica), Spotted Pardalote 
(Pardalotus punctatus) Grey Fantail (Rhipidura albiscapa), Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis 
flabelliformis) and Brown Thornbill (Acanthiza pusilla). Evidence of one mammal, Common 
Wombat (Vombatus ursinus), was observed during the site assessment. Additionally, 
Welcome Swallow (Hirundo neoxena) and Australian Raven (Corvus coronoides) were 
observed in the gorge above the Tambo River adjacent the study site.  

While threatened species may occasionally utilise woodland habitat within the study site, it 
could not be considered important habitat for any of the species discussed in Section 3.5.3. 
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4 Legislation and Policy 
4.1 Commonwealth legislation 
4.1.1 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) provides Commonwealth legislation for 
the environment within Australia, particularly for matters of National Environmental Significance (NES).  The Act aims 
to promote the conservation of biodiversity through the protection of natural biodiversity and heritage values.  
Matters of NES which are considered relevant to the proposed works under the Act include:  

• wetlands of international importance (listed as ‘declared Ramsar wetlands’)  
• listed threatened species and ecological communities 
• migratory species. 

An assessment of impacts and recommendations for these matters of NES was completed in Section 5 and is 
summarised in Table 8 below. 

Table 8:  Recommendations for matters of NES under the EPBC Act 

MATTER OF 
NES RELEVANCE TO PROJECT RECOMMENDATION 

Threatened species 
and communities 

No threatened flora or fauna species or ecological 
communities were recorded within the study site, 
and none are expected to occur. 

The proposed works are unlikely to significantly 
impact any listed threaten species or communities 
under the EPBC Act.  

Loss of vegetation and habitats should 
be avoided and minimised during 
construction. 

No referral required. 

Ramsar wetlands 
There is considered to be no direct impact 
associated with the proposed action on the 
Gippsland Lakes Ramsar site.  

Ensure appropriate sediment controls 
are implemented during construction 
works to avoid impacts to the Tambo 
River. 

No referral required. 

Migratory species 

The study site is not considered to provide 
important habitat for any listed migratory species, 
therefore impacts to these species are considered 
unlikely. 

No referral required. 

Based on the perceived impacts to matters of NES, the recommendations and mitigation measures provided in this 
report are considered adequate to not undertake further significant impact assessments for threatened species and 
communities. 

4.2 State legislation 
4.2.1 Environmental Effects Act 1978 

The Environmental Effects Act 1978 (EE Act) provides for an assessment of proposed projects that are capable of 
having a significant effect on the environment. Projects that trigger the referral criteria must be referred to the 
Minister administering the EE Act to decide if an Environmental Effects Statement (EES) should be prepared. The EES 
process allows for relevant statutory decision makers to make decisions about whether a project should proceed 
based on the level of perceived environmental impact. 

Based on a review of the EE Act assessment guidelines, a referral to the Minister is not required for the project.  

4.2.2 Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) is considered to be an important component of the Victorian 
legislation for the protection and management of threatened flora and fauna species and communities. The key 
objective of the FFG Act is to protect and conserve Victoria’s native flora, fauna and communities through the 
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management of potentially threatening processes.  The FFG Act implements these core strategies to achieve this 
objective (DELWP 2018f):  

• listing threatened species, communities and threats to native species 
• requiring an overarching strategy for Victoria's biodiversity 
• enabling the declaration of habitat critical to the survival of native plants and animals 
• placing a duty on public authorities to have regard to the objectives of the Act in their operations 
• requiring permits for activities that could harm threatened plants, fish and communities. 
Nine flora species listed as protected under the FFG Act were recorded within the study site (Table 4). Therefore, 
VicRoads must obtain an FFG Act permit to remove protected flora species from DELWP, prior to the removal of native 
vegetation.  

4.2.3 Catchment and Land Protection Act 

The key legislation covering the management and classification of noxious weed and pest animal throughout Victoria 
is the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CALP Act). The Act aims to project primary production, Crown land, 
the environment and community health from the effects of noxious weeds and pest animals (Agriculture Victoria 
2018).  The Act requires for all landowners to manage noxious weeds and pest animals on their land.  This may include 
the prevention of spread, direct management or in some instances eradication of regionally prohibited or controlled 
weeds and pest animal species on their land (Agriculture Victoria 2018).  

No noxious weed species were recorded during the site assessment. Regardless, VicRoads is required to ensure that 
the proposed road upgrade works aim to prevent the growth and spread of noxious weed species and pest animals 
during all stages of construction.  It is recommended that a suitably prepared management plan is developed by 
VicRoads and the contractor to ensure appropriate risk management measures are implemented during works to 
comply with the broader objectives of the CaLP Act.   

4.2.4 Wildlife Act 1975 and Wildlife Regulations 2013 

The Wildlife Act 1975 and Wildlife Regulations 2013 are both Victorian legislation which prevent harm to wildlife 
through the following key objectives: 

Wildlife Act 1975 

1. to establish procedures in order to promote 
(a) the protection and conservation of wildlife 
(b) the prevention of taxa of wildlife from becoming extinct 
(c) the sustainable use of and access to wildlife. 

2. to prohibit and regulate the conduct of persons engaged in activities concerning or related to wildlife. 

Wildlife Regulations 2013 

1. to provide for the management and conservation of wildlife and wildlife habitat 
2. to provide for humane use of and access to wildlife 
3. to make further provision in relation to the licensing system established by section 22 of the Wildlife Act 1975 
4. to prescribe fees, offences, royalties and various other matters for the purposes of the Wildlife Act 1975 
5. to provide for exemptions from certain provisions of the Wildlife Act 1975. 

A permit is required under the Wildlife Act 1975 to carry out field investigations for the purpose of conserving, 
monitoring, improvement or maintaining wildlife habitat within Victoria.  This also includes the removal of wildlife 
from a particular locality which requires a specific Wildlife Act 1975 permit (authorised by DELWP) for the capture, 
handling and relocation of wildlife.   

Any works requiring the removal of wildlife within or adjoining the project site must be undertaken by suitably 
qualified and licenced personnel. However, given the presence of suitable habitat immediately adjacent the proposed 
works, it is unlikely the works will require supervision by an ecologist or wildlife handler. 

4.2.5 Planning and Environment Act 1987 

The purpose of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 (PE Act) is to implement a planning framework for the use, 
development and protection of land in Victoria. The PE Act provides procedures for the preparation and amendment 
of the Victoria Planning Provisions and planning schemes.  The Act also provides avenues for the acquisition and 
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compliance of permits under local planning schemes. The PE Act implements the functions listed below to achieve 
these objectives:  

• set the broad objectives for planning in Victoria; 
• set the main rules and principles for how the Victorian planning system works; 
• set up the key planning procedures and legal instruments in the Victorian planning system; and 
• define the roles and responsibilities of the Minister, councils, government departments, the community and 

other stakeholders in the planning system. 

4.2.5.1 Victoria Planning Provisions 

The Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) are developed by the Minister for Planning under the PE Act and form the basis 
for all local planning schemes. The VPP provides the framework, standard provisions and State planning policy, with 
input from local councils, incorporated documents, planning zones and overlays, for inclusion into any new or 
amended planning scheme.   

Amendments to the VPP are made to keep policies current with relevant changes throughout local government. 

The requirement for a planning permit to remove native vegetation is detailed in Particular Provision: Clause 52.17 - 
Native vegetation. In all instances where a planning permit is required under either clause, the Guidelines and the 
three-step approach outlined in Section 4.3.1 must be applied. 

A permit from the East Gippsland Shire is required for the removal of native vegetation under Clause 52.17 of the PE 
Act. A discussion regarding VicRoads’ obligations under Clause 52.17 is provided in Section 4.3. 

4.3 Victoria’s Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation  
The Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (the Guidelines) were incorporated into the 
Victorian Planning Provisions and all planning schemes in Victoria in December 2017 (DELWP 2017a).  The Guidelines 
replace the Permitted clearing of native vegetation - Biodiversity assessment guidelines (DEPI 2013). 

4.3.1 Three-step approach 

Under the Guidelines, all applications for a permit to remove native vegetation in Victoria must follow a three-step 
approach:   

1. Avoid the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation; 
2. Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation that cannot be avoided; and 
3. Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact from the removal, destruction or lopping of native 

vegetation.  

In accordance with the Guidelines, an application to remove native vegetation must clearly demonstrate that no 
options exist to further minimise the impacts of native vegetation removal, that will not undermine the objectives of 
the proposed use or development (DELWP 2017a).  

4.3.2 Avoid and Minimise Statement 

The following statement has been developed in accordance with decision guidelines to be considered in Table 2, page 
17 of the Assessor’s handbook for applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation (DELWP 2017b).  

The proposed road upgrades at the study site are one part of a package of proposed road upgrades for the Great 
Alpine Road between Bruthen and Cobungra. The existing section of Great Alpine Road within the study site contains 
an extremely narrow road shoulder on the eastern side of the road reserve, which leads to a steep drop off, and poses 
an unacceptable safety risk for motorists6.  The road upgrades are intended to improve safety, accessibility, efficiency 
and reliability of the Great Alpine Road.  

The proposed road upgrade footprint has been designed to impact the smallest area possible, specifically to avoid 
overall impacts on native vegetation. An initial footprint of >1 ha has now been reduced to 0.652 ha due to steeper 

                                                                 
6 Further information regarding road upgrades along the Great Alpine Road can be found at: 
https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/eastern-improvements/great-alpine-road---bruthen-to-cobungra-upgrade  

https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/eastern-improvements/great-alpine-road---bruthen-to-cobungra-upgrade


Legislation and Policy 

23 
 

 

DETAILED FLORA AND FAUNA ASSESSMENT 
Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road  
Prepared for VicRoads 

SMEC Internal Ref. 30041799 
2 October 2018 
 

batter design. Vegetation proposed for removal includes one EVC (Grassy Dry Forest) with a BCS of Least Concern. The 
removal of vegetation cannot be completely avoided as it occurs directly adjacent to the western side of the road.  

The removal of this native vegetation will not result in the removal of an endangered EVC, important habitat for 
threatened fauna, rare or threatened flora species, or impact a sensitive wetland or endangered ecological 
community. The project will not result in a significant impact on Victoria’s biodiversity. 

An EnSym report (to be updated with a Native Vegetation Removal report) for the project has been obtained detailing 
offset requirements (see Table 10). Third party offsets will be secured via a registered offset broker. 

4.3.3 Application assessment pathway 

Applications for a permit to remove native vegetation follow an ‘assessment pathway’ which determines the level of 
detailed information required to be submitted with the application, and reflects the its potential impact on 
biodiversity. The assessment pathway is determined from the location and extent of native vegetation to be removed. 
There are three ‘location categories’ recognised (DELWP 2017a): 

• Location 3: locations where the removal < 0.5 ha could have a significant impact on a rare or threatened 
species; 

• Location 2: locations that are mapped by DELWP as endangered EVCs and/or sensitive wetlands and coastal 
areas, and are not included in Location 3; and 

• Location 1: all remaining locations in Victoria.  

The process for determining the assessment pathway is demonstrated in Table 9 (assessment pathway for this project 
in bold). Where a site contains areas mapped as different location categories, the higher location category is applied 
to the entire site. 

Table 9 Assessment pathway matrix (defines assessment pathways for assessment of impacts to native vegetation) 

EXTENT OF NATIVE VEGETATION LOCATION CATEGORY 

 Location 1 Location 2 Location 3 

Less than 0.5 ha removal, no large trees Basic Intermediate Detailed 

Less than 0.5 ha removal, and one or more large trees Intermediate Intermediate Detailed 

0.5 ha or more vegetation removal Detailed Detailed Detailed 

When native vegetation removal is permitted, an offset must be secured that achieves a no net loss outcome for 
biodiversity.  The type and amount of offset required depends on the native vegetation being removed and the 
contribution it makes to Victoria’s biodiversity.  

Projects following the detailed assessment pathway may require offsets for threatened species, known as a ‘species 
offset’. Projects that are assessed under this pathway are required to be referred to DELWP for analysis to determine 
the offset requirements. An offset strategy must be identified and organised for species-specific offsets before the 
vegetation removal is permitted. 

4.3.4 Application of the Guidelines for this project 

The location mapping for the study site (DELWP 2018c) identifies that the study site is classified as Location 3, and as 
such the project will follow the detailed assessment pathway.  

A detailed vegetation assessment has been undertaken and offset requirements calculated. Details are provided 
below in Table 10 and can be viewed in the EnSym Scenario test report in Appendix C.  A Native Vegetation Removal 
(NVR) Report will be provided with the final report.  
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Table 10: Native vegetation removal details 

PROPOSED VEGETATION REMOVAL DETAILS 

Assessment pathway Detailed 

Extent of removal 0.652 ha 

No. large trees to be removed 0 

Species offset amount* 0.778 species units for Water Pimpernel, Samolus 
valerandi 

Large trees n/a 

*Species offset pending discussions with DELWP. Habitat for this species is not consistent with the habitat identified 
within the study site. 
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5 Summary and Recommendations 
SMEC recommends that VicRoads undertake the following steps for the project: 

• Obtain a permit under the PE Act for the removal of native vegetation;  
• Obtain a FFG Act permit for the removal of protected flora proposed for removal; 
• If accurate spatial data of the vegetation polygons within the site boundary is required, engage a surveyor to 

undertake a feature survey. If required, use that information to further refine the alignments to avoid impacts. 
• Prepare a CEMP for the project that addresses other environmental management as required pre, during and 

after construction (e.g. weed management, fencing of native vegetation to be retained, trench management). 
• Prior to construction, obtain a Management Authorisation under the Wildlife Act 1975 (if deemed necessary) to 

carry out mitigation measures identified in the CEMP (if deemed necessary). 

A summary of permit requirements is provided in Table 11. 

Table 11: Recommendations for the project  

PROJECT 
ELEMENT PERMIT REQUIREMENT RECOMMENDATION 

EPBC Act and 
matters of NES 

No threatened flora or ecological communities were 
recorded during the site assessment, and none are 
considered likely to occur based on extent of 
vegetation disturbance within the study site. 

Based on the narrow corridor of vegetation removal 
proposed, and lack of important habitat for fauna 
species identified in the desktop assessment, the 
proposed works are unlikely to result in a significant 
impact to threatened fauna. Therefore, targeted 
surveys for threatened fauna are not recommended. 
The proposed works are considered unlikely to 
impacts any matters of NES.  

A referral under the EPBC Act is not 
required.  

Best practise mitigation measures 
should be employed during 
construction to avoid impacts to 
fauna, including directional clearing 
from the roadside towards intact 
vegetation. 

FFG Act A permit to remove or disturb protected flora is 
required. 

CEMP must be developed to document mitigation 
measures to avoid or minimise the potential for FFG-
listed threatening processes.  

Apply for a permit to remove 
protected flora.  

Once the project is approved, 
develop a project-specific CEMP. 

PE Act A permit will be required to remove native 
vegetation.  

Offset requirements have been calculated and an 
Ensym Scenario test report produced (an NVR report 
will be provided for the final report).  

The planning permit application and offset strategy 
requires approval by DELWP.  

Obtain a planning permit for the 
removal of 0.652 ha of native 
vegetation (EVC 22).  

Purchase offsets (0.778 species 
units for Water Pimpernel) within 
the East Gippsland CMA/council 
area. 

CaLP Act No noxious weeds were recorded within the study 
site. Measures must be taken to prevent the 
introduction of CaLP Act-listed weeds to the study 
site due to works. 

Weed management and hygiene 
protocols must be incorporated into 
a project-specific CEMP, to prevent 
the introduction of noxious weeds 
into the study area. 

Wildlife Act Any works requiring the removal of wildlife within or 
adjoining the project site must be undertaken by 
suitably qualified and licenced personnel. 

Due to the presence of suitable habitat immediately 
adjacent the proposed works, it is unlikely the works 

Appropriate mitigation measures 
should be employed during the 
vegetation removal, such as 
directional clearing towards areas of 
remaining habitat, and suitable 
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PROJECT 
ELEMENT PERMIT REQUIREMENT RECOMMENDATION 

will require supervision by an ecologist or wildlife 
handler.  

protocols and contingency 
measures to manage any injured or 
displaced fauna during construction. 
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 Flora results 
 

Key to table 

• VBA  Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 
• PMST  Protected Matters Search Tool (EPBC Act) 
• EPBC  Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
• FFG  Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 
• VICADV  DELWP Advisory List of Rare and Threatened Flora in Victoria 
• CaLP  Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 

Status of species: 

• CE  Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act 
• E  Endangered under the EPBC Act 
• V  Vulnerable under the EPBC Act 
• L  Listed as threatened under the FFG Act 
• P  Listed as protected under the FFG Act 
• e  Endangered under the DELWP Advisory List 
• v  Vulnerable under the DELWP Advisory List 
• r  Rare under the DELWP Advisory List 
• k  Data deficient under the DELWP Advisory List 
• x  Listed as extinct under the DELWP Advisory List 
• RC  Listed as Regionally Controlled under the CaLP Act   
• R  Listed as Restricted under the CaLP Act 
• *   Introduced species 

Table A.1:  Flora species recorded within the study site 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  LISTING 
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle   

Acacia falciformis Large-leaf Hickory-wattle P 

Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle P 

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle P 

Asplenium flabellifolium Necklace Fern P 

Adiantum aethiopicum Common Maidenhair P 

Cardamine hirsuta s.s. Common Bitter-cress * 

Cassinia aculeata Common Cassinia P 

Cassinia longifolia Shiny Cassinia P 

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Green Rock-fern P 

Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis   

Clematis leptophylla Skeleton Vine   

Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear's-ear P 

Dichondra repens Kidney-weed   

Eucalyptus globoidea White Stringybark   
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Glycine clandestina Twining Glycine   

Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort   

Kunzea peduncularis Mountain Burgan   

Lepidosperma sp. Sword-sedge   

Leptospermum spp. Tea-tree   

Lysimachia arvensis Pimpernel * 

Microlaena stipoides  Weeping-grass   

Oxalis perennans Grassland Wood-sorrel   

Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass   

Polysicias sambucifolia  Elderberry Panax   

Ranunculus sp. Buttercup   

Rytidosperma sp. 1 Wallaby Grass   

Stellaria pungens Prickly Starwort   

Stypandra glauca Nodding Blue-lily   

Veronica calycina Hairy Speedwell   

Viola hederacea  Ivy-leaf Violet   
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Table A.2.  Threatened flora species listed within 10 km of the study area  

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD LIKELIHOOD OF OCCURRENCE 

Acacia amoena Boomerang Wattle - - r 1 1980 Possible - Growing in dry open-forest, 
usually in rocky sites (Vicflora 2018). 

Acacia dawsonii Poverty Wattle - - vu 1 1989 Possible - Growing in dry open-forest, 
usually in rocky sites (Vicflora 2018). 

Acrotriche leucocarpa Tall Acrotriche - - r 7 2007 

Possible - Generally uncommon species of 
montane open-forest, woodland or 
shrubland often on rocky summits or slopes 
of mountain ranges, east from Mt Elizabeth 
near Ensay (Vicflora 2018). 

Adriana tomentosa var. 
tomentosa Eastern Bitter-bush - - r 3 2006 

Unlikely - Apparently confined in Victoria to 
East Gippsland where often occurring in 
riparian habitats (Vicflora 2018). No suitable 
habitat in study site. 

Amphibromus fluitans River Swamp Wallaby-
grass VU - - - - 

Unlikely - Confined to permanent swamps 
and waterbodies (Vicflora 2018), no 
previous records in study area. No suitable 
habitat in study site. 

Aristida calycina var. 
calycina Dark Wire-grass - - r 1 1987 Unlikely – usually found on redearths, sands 

and alluvial soils (Vicflora 2018). 

Beyeria lanceolata Pinkwood - - r 6 2000 
Unlikely - usually found in gullies, often in 
rocky situations (Vicflora 2018). No suitable 
habitat in study site. 

Beyeria lasiocarpa Wallaby-bush - - r 21 2010 

Unlikely - locally common on sheltered 
slopes or near streams, usually in rocky 
situations (Vicflora 2018). No suitable 
habitat in study site. 

Billardiera scandens s.s. Velvet Apple-berry - - r 1 1977 Unlikely - Occurring chiefly in dry open-
forests and woodlands in the north-east 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD LIKELIHOOD OF OCCURRENCE 

(Vicflora 2018). Not detected during site 
assessment. 

Boronia ledifolia Showy Boronia - - vu 2 2004 

Unlikely - restricted to scrubby dry forest or 
shrubland fringing the Snowy, Tambo and 
Timbarra Rivers in Gippsland, usually on 
poor soils shallowly overlying rock (Vicflora 
2018). No suitable habitat in study site. 

Caladenia tessellata Thick-lipped Spider-
orchid VU - vu - - 

Unlikely - Confined to eastern Victoria from 
near-coastal heathy woodlands to open 
forests on well-drained sandy soils (Vicflora 
2018). Not detected during site assessment. 

Desmodium brachypodum Large Tick-trefoil - - vu 1 2006 

Possible - confined to rain-shadow areas of 
eastern Victoria (Upper Snowy River and 
Tabberabbera area) where growing in open-
forest and woodland on dry ridges and 
along river valleys. 

Dichondra sp. 1 Silky Kidney-weed - - r 2 2011 
Unlikely -  Known from riverine forest of the 
Murray River and its major tributaries 
(Vicflora). No suitable habitat in study site. 

Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
subsp. longior Forest Red-box - - r 2 1960 

Unlikely - Occurs in the foothills of far 
eastern Victoria from near Bairnsdale east 
to the New South Wales border. More often 
a component of taller forests. 

Gahnia microstachya Slender Saw-sedge - - r 10 2007 
Unlikely -  In exposed, often rocky situations 
in drier open-forest and woodland (Vicflora 
2018). Not detected during site assessment. 

Galium curvihirtum Tight Bedstraw - - r 5 1987 

Unlikely -  Usually in open-forest and 
woodland, thought to be recent 
introductions in East Gippsland (Vicflora 
2018). 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD LIKELIHOOD OF OCCURRENCE 

Glycine latrobeana Clover Glycine VU L vu - - 

Unlikely - No previous records in study area, 
not recorded during site assessment. Grows 
mainly in grasslands and grassy woodlands 
(Vicflora 2018). No suitable habitat in study 
site. 

Grevillea polychroma Tullach Ard Grevillea - - vu 20 2007 

Unlikely - Occurs between 80-940 metres 
above sea level. It is found in riparian sites, 
and open woodland to tall open forest 
(Vicflora 2018). No suitable habitat in study 
site. 

Gynatrix macrophylla Gippsland Hemp Bush - - r 2 2006 

Unlikely - largely confined to rocky stream 
sides and gullies on and south of the 
Dividing Range in the east (Vicflora 2018). 
No suitable habitat in study site. 

Hibbertia hermanniifolia 
subsp. recondita Outcrop Guinea-flower - - r 10 2015 

Unlikely - confined to dry mountain slopes 
and rocky summits (Vicflora 2018). Not 
detected during site assessment. 

Hovea magnibractea Large-bract Hovea - - r 15 2015 

Unlikely - Apparently restricted to Mt 
Elizabeth and the Wombargo Range in 
eastern Victoria, grows on steep rocky 
slopes and edges of boulder-scree in open 
montane forest.  

Leucopogon attenuatus Grey Beard-heath - - r 1 1987 
Unlikely - locally abundant on dryish, rocky, 
usually elevated sites in the further east. 
Not detected during site assessment. 

Muehlenbeckia rhyticarya Wrinkle-nut Lignum - - r 7 2009 

Unlikely - Known from a few dryish rocky, 
slightly elevated sites in the Glenaladale, 
Bruthen-Ensay, and Buchan areas, usually 
near watercourses but away from riparian 
vegetation (Vicflora 2018). No suitable 
habitat in study site. 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD LIKELIHOOD OF OCCURRENCE 

Nematolepis frondosa Leafy Nematolepis VU L vu 16 2009 

Unlikely - Very localized on the southern 
slopes of Mt Elizabeth (between Bruthen 
and Ensay), occurring as an understorey 
species in tall montane forest (Vicflora 
2018). No suitable habitat in study site. 

Olearia iodochroa Violet Daisy-bush - - r 7 1987 

Unlikely - Confined in Victoria to dry, rocky, 
elevated country in the further east (e.g. 
upper Genoa River (Vicflora 2018). Not 
detected during site assessment. 

Poa orthoclada Avon Tussock-grass - - r 1 2005 

Unlikely - Localised but common in dry and 
rocky sites in hilly country near Licola and 
eastwards to near Dargo, extending to 
subalpine areas (Vicflora 2018). No suitable 
habitat in study site. 

Pomaderris aurea Golden Pomaderris - - r 3 2008 

Unlikely - Scattered in dryish foothill forests 
and heathy woodlands in the east and 
north-east (e.g. Bruthen and upper Genoa 
River areas) ascending into wetter montane 
forests (Vicflora 2018). Not detected during 
site assessment. 

Pomaderris eriocephala Woolly-head Pomaderris - - r 3 2006 

Unlikely - Scattered on shallow rocky soils in 
dry open forests or woodlands (sometimes 
riparian), where sometimes forming 
thickets (Vicflora 2018). Not detected 
during site assessment. 

Pomaderris subcapitata Convex Pomaderris - - r 1 1984 

Unlikely - Occurs in open-forest, woodland 
and heathland, usually in rocky sites, often 
near watercourses (Vicflora 2018). Not 
detected during site assessment. 

Prostanthera saxicola var. 
bracteolata Slender Mint-bush - - r 2 2014 

Unlikely - Scattered in heathland, dry 
sclerophyll forests and woodlands from the 
Grampians to Ensay area, often on rocky 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD LIKELIHOOD OF OCCURRENCE 

soils (Vicflora 2018). Not detected during 
site assessment. 

Prostanthera walteri Monkey Mint-bush - - r 22 2015 

Unlikely - Grows in moist areas of heathy 
and shrubby forest, on well-drained soils 
(Vicflora 2018). Not detected during site 
assessment 

Samolus valerandi Water Pimpernel - - r 2 1996 

Unlikely - Occurring on damp, often shaded 
banks of lowland streams in the east 
(Vicflora 2018). No suitable habitat present 
in study site. 

Tetratheca subaphylla Leafless Pink-bells - - r 4 1988 
Unlikely - Favours rocky hillsides in tall 
eucalypt forest (Vicflora 2018). Not 
detected during site assessment. 

Thesium australe Austral Toadflax VU L vu - - 

Unlikely - Grows in grasslands, woodlands 
and herbfields, usually in damp situations. 
No previous records in the study area 
(Vicflora 2028). No suitable habitat in study 
site. 

Vittadinia tenuissima Delicate New Holland 
Daisy - - r 1 2006 

Unlikely - Apparently confined to rather dry, 
rocky country in valleys of major river 
systems in the east (e.g. Genoa River 
valleys) (Vicflora 2018). Not detected during 
site assessment. 

Xerochrysum palustre Swamp Everlasting VU L vu - - 

Unlikely - Occurs in lowland swamps, 
usually on black cracking clay soils (Vicflora 
2018. No habitat in study site, no records in 
study area (Vicflora 2018). 

Note: Species in bold are additional fauna species listed by the PMST as having potentially suitable habitat within 10 km of the study area. 
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 Fauna Results 
Table B.1: Fauna species recorded within the study site 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  LISTING 
Common Wombat Vombatus ursinus Least concern 

Australian Raven Corvus coronoides Least concern 

Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla Least concern 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis Least concern 

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis Least concern 

Grey Currawong Strepera versicolor Least concern 

Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa Least concern 

Grey Shrike-Thrush Colluricincla harmonica Least concern 

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus Least concern 

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena Least concern 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops Least concern 

Common Toadlet* Crinia signifera Least concern 

*Heard calling from Tambo River, not within study site. 
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Table B.2: Threatened fauna species listed within the study area 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC  NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
OCCURRENCE 

Southern Brown 
Bandicoot Isodoon obesulus obesulus EN L nt - - Unlikely – outside of known 

distribution (coastal). 

Spot-tailed Quoll Dasyurus maculatus 
maculatus EN L en 3 2014 

Likely – suitable habitat within the 
study area, recent and nearby 
records within adjoining habitat in 
Haunted Stream and Fainting Range 
State Forests. 

Smoky Mouse Pseudomys fumeus EN L en - - 
Possible – suitable habitat present 
(dry sclerophyll forest with heathy or 
grassy understory). 

Broad-toothed Rat Mastacomys fuscus mordicus VU L en - - 
Unlikely – alpine species, considered 
locally extinct from drier habitat 
types. 

Grey-headed Flying-fox Pteropus poiliocephalus VU L vu - - Possible – suitable foraging habitat 
present includes flowering eucalypts. 

Long-nosed Potoroo Potorous tridactylus 
tridactylus VU L nt - - Possible – suitable woodland habitat 

present.  

Brush-tailed Rock-
wallaby Petrogale penicillata VU L cr - - 

Unlikely – no records of this species 
exist within 10km of the study site, 
exists in small, isolated populations 
(well documented). 

Greater Glider Petauroides volans VU L vu 23 2002 

Possible – suitable habitat in study 
area, however lack of key habitat 
features in study site (hollow-bearing 
trees) 

Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus EN L en - - Unlikely – lack of wetland habitat.  

Australian Painted-snipe Rostratula australis EN L cr - - Unlikely – lack of wetland habitat. 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC  NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
OCCURRENCE 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea CR - en - - Unlikely – lack of wetland habitat. 

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis CR - vu - - Unlikely – lack of wetland habitat. 

Painted Honeyeater Grantiella picta VU L vu - - Unlikely – lack of suitable woodland 
habitat (dense mistletoe). 

Regent Honeyeater Anthochaera phrygia CR L cr - - Unlikely – lack of suitable habitat 
(box-ironbark woodland). 

Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor CR L en 1 1978 Possible – occasional foraging 
habitat/flyover. 

Littlejohn's Tree Frog Litoria littlejohni VU L en - - Unlikely – outside of the species’ 
known distribution. 

Green and Golden Bell 
Frog Litoria aurea VU - vu - - Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 

habitat. 

Growling Grass Frog Litoria Raniformis VU L en - - Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

Giant Burrowing Frog Heleioporus australiacus VU L cr - - Possible – preferred habitat includes 
dry sclerophyll forests.  

Australian Grayling Prototroctes maraena VU L vu 5 1983 Unlikely - lack of suitable aquatic 
habitat. 

Golden Sun Moth Synemon plana CR L cr - - Unlikely – lack of suitable grassland 
habitat. 

Cox’s Gudgeon Gobiomorphus coxii - L en 2 1981 Unlikely - lack of suitable aquatic 
habitat. 

Barking Owl Ninox connivens connivens - L en 1 2004 
Unlikely – more commonly found in 
margins of forest, adjacent farmland. 
Forages in open areas. 

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia - L en 1 1978 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC  NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
OCCURRENCE 

        

Masked Owl 
Tyto novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae 

- L en 1 1996 
Possible – foraging/roosting habitat 
only, however lack of hollow-bearing 
trees for breeding. 

Eastern Horseshoe Bat 
Rhinolophus megaphyllus 
megaphyllus - L vu 2 2008 Possible – suitable woodland habitat 

present. 

Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta - L vu 1 1977 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata - L nt 8 1978 Possible – suitable woodland habitat 
present. 

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua - L vu 11 2005 
Likely – foraging/roosting habitat 
only, however lack of hollow-bearing 
trees for breeding. 

Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa tenebricosa - L vu 3 2007 
Likely – foraging/roosting habitat 
only, however lack of hollow-bearing 
trees for breeding. 

Lewin's Rail Lewinia pectoralis pectoralis - L vu 1 1975 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster - L vu 2 1994 
Unlikely – lack of suitable aquatic 
foraging habitat, possible flyover 
only. 

Common Bent-wing Bat Miniopterus schreibersii 
GROUP - L - 4 2008 Possible – suitable woodland habitat 

present. 

White-throated 
Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus - - vu 3 2001 Possible – aerial species, flyover only. 

Lace Monitor Varanus varius - - en 19 2012 
Likely - suitable woodland habitat 
present, numerous records 
surrounding the study area. 



Appendix B  Fauna Results 

 
 

 

DETAILED FLORA AND FAUNA ASSESSMENT 
Namestone Point, Great Alpine Road  
Prepared for VicRoads 

SMEC Internal Ref. 30041799 
2 October 2018 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  EPBC FFG VIC  NO. 
RECORDS 

LAST 
RECORD 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
OCCURRENCE 

Azure Kingfisher Alcedo azurea - - nt 1 1981 Unlikely – lack of suitable riparian 
habitat. 

Brown Treecreeper 
(south-eastern ssp.) Climacteris picumnus victoriae - - nt 1 1977 Possible – suitable woodland habitat 

present. 

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae - - nt 11 2005 Possible – suitable woodland habitat 
present. 

Latham's Snipe Gallinago hardwickii - - nt 2 1978 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius - - nt 6 1978 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia - - nt 1 1979 Unlikely – lack of suitable wetland 
habitat. 

Spotted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma punctatum - - nt 10 2010 
Likely – suitable woodland habitat 
present, numerous records 
surrounding the study area.  

Note: Species in bold are additional fauna species listed by the PMST as having potentially suitable habitat within 10 km of the study area. 
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Scenario test – native vegetation removal 
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This report provides offset requirements for internal testing of different proposals to remove native vegetation. This 

report DOES NOT support an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation under Clause 52.16 or 

52.17 of planning schemes in Victoria. A report must be obtained from the Department of Environment, Land, 

Water and Planning (DELWP). 

Date of issue: 27/09/2018 Report ID: Scenario Testing 

Time of issue: 2:47 pm 

Project ID EnSym_30041799_NP_Revised impact area_27092018 

 

Assessment pathway 

Assessment pathway Detailed Assessment Pathway 

Extent including past and proposed 0.652 ha 

Extent of past removal 0.000 ha 

Extent of proposed removal 0.652 ha 

No. Large trees proposed to be removed 0 

Location category of proposed removal Location 3 

The native vegetation is in an area where the removal of less 
than 0.5 hectares could have a significant impact on habitat for 
one or more rare or threatened species. 

 

1. Location map   
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Offset requirements if a permit is granted  

Any approval granted will include a condition to obtain an offset that meets the following requirements: 

 
 

NB: values within tables in this document may not add to the totals shown above due to rounding 

Appendix 1 includes information about the native vegetation to be removed  

Appendix 2 includes information about the rare or threatened species mapped at the site.  

Appendix 3 includes maps showing native vegetation to be removed and extracts of relevant species habitat importance maps 

  

                                                           
1

 
The species offset amount(s) required is the sum of all species habitat units in Appendix 1.  

Species offset amount1  0.778 species units of habitat for Water Pimpernel, Samolus valerandi 

Large trees 0 trees 
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Next steps 

Any proposal to remove native vegetation must meet the application requirements of the Detailed Assessment Pathway and it 

will be assessed under the Detailed Assessment Pathway.  

 

This report DOES NOT support an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation under Clause 52.16 or 52.17 

of planning schemes in Victoria.  

 

If you wish to remove the mapped native vegetation you must submit the related shapefiles to the Department of Environment,  

Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) for processing, by email to ensymnvrtool.support@delwp.vic.gov.au. DELWP will provide a 

Native vegetation removal report that is required to meet the permit application requirements in accordance with Guidelines for 

the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (Guidelines).  
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Appendix 1: Description of native vegetation to be removed 
 

The species-general offset test was applied to your proposal. This test determines if the proposed removal of native vegetation has a proportional impact on any rare or threatened species habitats 
above the species offset threshold. The threshold is set at 0.005 per cent of the mapped habitat value for a species. When the proportional impact is above the species offset threshold a species 
offset is required. This test is done for all species mapped at the site. Multiple species offsets will be required if the species offset threshold is exceeded for multiple species. 

Where a zone requires species offset(s), the species habitat units for each species in that zone is calculated by the following equation in accordance with the Guidelines: 

Species habitat units = extent x condition x species landscape factor x 2, where the species landscape factor = 0.5 + (habitat importance score/2) 

The species offset amount(s) required is the sum of all species habitat units per zone 

Where a zone does not require a species offset, the general habitat units in that zone is calculated by the following equation in accordance with the Guidelines: 

General habitat units = extent x condition x general landscape factor x 1.5, where the general landscape factor = 0.5 + (strategic biodiversity value score/2) 

The general offset amount required is the sum of all general habitat units per zone. 

 

Native vegetation to be removed 
 

Information provided by or on behalf of the applicant in a GIS file Information calculated by EnSym 

Zone Type BioEVC 
BioEVC 

conservation 
status 

Large 
tree(s)  

Partial 
removal 

Condition 
score 

Polygon 
Extent 

Extent 
without 
overlap 

SBV 
score 

HI 
score 

 
Habitat 
units 

Offset type 

1-A Patch gipp0022 Least Concern 0 no 0.670 0.652 0.652 0.919 0.780 0.778 503002 Water Pimpernel Samolus valerandi 
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Appendix 2: Information about impacts to rare or threatened species’ habitats on site 
 

This table lists all rare or threatened species’ habitats mapped at the site. 

 

Species common name  Species scientific name  
Species 
number 

Conservation 
status 

Group Habitat impacted % habitat value affected 

Water Pimpernel Samolus valerandi 503002 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0096 

Limestone Pomaderris Pomaderris oraria subsp. calcicola 503946 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0008 

Large Tick-trefoil Desmodium brachypodum 501007 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0003 

Poverty Wattle Acacia dawsonii 500024 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0003 

Purple Eyebright Euphrasia collina subsp. muelleri 504468 Endangered Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0002 

Bear's-ear Cymbonotus lawsonianus 500902 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0002 

Showy Boronia Boronia ledifolia 500426 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0002 

Tullach Ard Grevillea Grevillea polychroma 505490 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Eastern Bitter-bush Adriana tomentosa var. tomentosa 500135 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Broad Shield-fern Polystichum formosum 502644 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Austral Moonwort Botrychium australe 500445 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Wallaby-bush Beyeria lasiocarpa 500393 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Slender Fireweed Senecio microbasis 507171 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Tall Vanilla-lily 
Arthropodium sp. 1 (robust 

glaucous) 
503699 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Violet Daisy-bush Olearia iodochroa 502309 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Delicate Crane's-bill Geranium sp. 6 505347 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Woolly-head Pomaderris Pomaderris eriocephala 502657 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Slender Saw-sedge Gahnia microstachya 501393 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Dwarf Milkwort Polygala japonica 502623 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Delicate New Holland 

Daisy 
Vittadinia tenuissima 503543 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 
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Tight Bedstraw Galium curvihirtum 501407 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Eastern Horseshoe Bat 
Rhinolophus megaphyllus 

megaphyllus 
11303 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Slender Mint-bush 
Prostanthera saxicola var. 

bracteolata 
502750 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Avon Tussock-grass Poa orthoclada 504510 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Sprawling Cassia Senna aciphylla 500662 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Pinkwood Beyeria lanceolata 500396 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Diosma Rice-flower Pimelea flava subsp. dichotoma 502518 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Convex Pomaderris Pomaderris subcapitata 502674 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Long-tongue Summer-

greenhood 
Pterostylis aestiva 502782 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0001 

Birch Pomaderris 
Pomaderris betulina subsp. 

betulina 
502652 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Silky Kidney-weed Dichondra sp. 1 505786 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Wrinkle-nut Lignum Muehlenbeckia rhyticarya 502231 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Fisch's Greenhood Pterostylis fischii 502795 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Golden Pomaderris Pomaderris aurea 502651 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Lanky Buttons Leptorhynchos elongatus 501941 Endangered Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Grey Beard-heath Leucopogon attenuatus 501971 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Clover Glycine Glycine latrobeana 501456 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Australian Anchor Plant Discaria pubescens 501072 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Dark Wire-grass Aristida calycina var. calycina 503630 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Tremont Bundy 
Eucalyptus aff. goniocalyx 

(Dandenong Ranges) 
507008 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Lace Monitor Varanus varius 12283 Endangered Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Cobberas Grevillea Grevillea brevifolia 505489 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 
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Masked Owl Tyto novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae 

10250 Endangered Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Spreading Knawel Scleranthus fasciculatus 503062 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Mountain Banksia Banksia canei 500361 Rare Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua 10248 Vulnerable Dispersed Habitat importance map 0.0000 

 
Habitat group  

 Highly localised habitat means there is 2000 hectares or less mapped habitat for the species 

 Dispersed habitat means there is more than 2000 hectares of mapped habitat for the species 
 
Habitat impacted 

 Habitat importance maps are the maps defined in the Guidelines that include all the mapped habitat for a rare or threatened species 

 Top ranking maps are the maps defined in the Guidelines that depict the important areas of a dispersed species habitat, developed from the highest habitat importance scores in dispersed 
species habitat maps and selected VBA records 

 Selected VBA record is an area in Victoria that represents a large population, roosting or breeding site etc. 
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Appendix 3 – Images of mapped native vegetation 
2. Strategic biodiversity values map 
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3. Habitat importance maps 

Water Pimpernel 
Samolus valerandi 

503002 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
SMEC is recognised for providing technical excellence and 
consultancy expertise in urban, infrastructure and management 
advisory. From concept to completion, our core service offering 
covers the life-cycle of a project and maximises value to our clients 
and communities. We align global expertise with local knowledge and 
state-of-the-art processes and systems to deliver innovative solutions 
to a range of industry sectors. 

 


